
 

 

CEMETERY WORKING PARTY MEETING 

NOVEMBER 28th 2018 

                                                     MILLENNIUM HALL @ 10.30 

 

PRESENT:   CLLRS. MARY SHERWIN: STAN ROONEY: PAUL WILLIAMS 

                     PETER MORRIS: HAZEL THOMASSON PO: ANDY HARRISON EM   

Cllr Morris arrived at 10.50 Andy Harrison arrived at 11.20 

 

Minutes approved for 20.8.18 

 

Matters Arising from minutes: 

 

Lychgate Lane Cemetery : Box hedging still to be moved from Mill Hall when building 

work commences. 

All bushes have been pruned around the toilet block. Growth around the entrance trees 

has been removed. Weeping cherry has been trimmed and reduced.  

Self setters have been removed. 

 

An aerial map has been produced by a local resident with a drone. These are excellent but 

would be even more helpful if they were larger photos of smaller areas, creating a more 

detailed closer map.  

ACTION: Andy H will ask if this could be done for us.  

 

Old Water Feature has been cleaned but is still not very attractive. Old plants have been 

removed. 

After ideas were shared and discussed it was:- 

 

RECOMMENDED:- 

  

To plant up the water feature, to hide much of the stonework, loose gravel to be removed 

and replaced with good soil and for this area to be used for the scattering of ashes and to 

be planted with roses.  

 

A ‘V’shaped path to be laid around the edge of the granite set blocks, the flower vases to 

be removed and replaced with black plastic ones. A short path to be laid, joining up with 

the original access path, this path is to be doubled in width to accommodate wheel chair 

access.  

 

HT provided a suggested design, including silver coloured lettering, for the 

commemorative plaques, that are fixed onto the granite blocks.  This was considered and 

it was agreed that these could be offered at a cost of £325.00 from 1st April 2019, which 

would include a set number of lettering. 

 

Prices of the Barbican plaque should not be increased in to encourage further take up. 

 

Families of ‘Children’s memorial stone benches’ to be contacted regarding safety and 

possible replacement. 

Electric box behind the old water feature, to be modified and if possible, made smaller. 



 

 

Guttering and paint work to toilet block still outstanding, will be rectified during the 

Winter season. 

 

New recommendations:  
An expert grave digger and land assessor, has been contacted and has agreed to survey 

Lychgate Lane to advise on what land, that has been reclaimed when the hedges were 

reduced, could be used for additional cremation plots.  He has also offered to help plan 

other grave plot areas to ensure best economical use of the land still available on the site.  

 

ACTION:  Work with the expert with a view of producing a plan for working party 

consideration. 

 

St Catherine’s Church Yard: 
 

Fencing to the side of the Church 
Some fencing is laying on the ground and other is still standing but in a state of disrepair. 

BPC had previously agreed to help the Church with some of replacement material costs, 

but no rectification work has been done. It is considered that this fence has no current 

advantage to the Church, and makes the visible aspect of the building look unkempt and 

untidy. 

 

ACTION:  AH to speak to Fr Andrew Hall to arrange removal of all fencing, posts and 

other items that are hidden behind the remaining fencing panels are moved to a more 

suitable storage area. This area can then be cleared, tidied and the ground levelled off.  

 

Following an on-site meeting with Julian Simpson (Tree Officer – HBBC) it was agreed 

in principle that; the carved trunk holly tree may now be reduced in height to just above 

the carving; the Yew trees can have their lower branches reduced to allow light beneath, 

encouraging the grass around them to grow, and allow a clearer view into the churchyard. 

AH to have a further meeting with Julian Simpson to discuss and authorise similar works 

to other Yew trees (71/73/74/75/99 57/58/59/60/61/62/63/64/65/66/67/68/69 all marked 

on Churchyard T.P.O.map).  

 

All proposed tree work in the Churchyard will need planning permission before any work 

can commence.  

 

ACTION: AH to process detailed planning application with help of Deputy Principal 

Officer as soon as possible, and to obtain quotations from qualified arborists to carry out 

the proposed works. 

 

In the small garden area to the side of the main door rubbish and weeds are again 

growing up the Church walls making it look untidy and unkempt.  

 

ACTION: AH to talk to the contractor to see what can be done to permanently improve 

this area. 

 

       

Meeting closed at 12.07 pm   


