
CEMETERY WORKING PARTY MEETING 

January 24th 2018 @ 11.00am 

at Millennium Hall 

BURBAGE 

 

Present:   Cllrs, Mary Sherwin [Chair]: Stan Rooney, Peter Morris,  

Debbie Perry, [Principal Officer]  

 

Apologies: Cllr Peter Wallace 

 

Minutes approved:  September 7th 2017  

   

Lychgate Lane 
The new burial area for larger plots has been marked out and one plot already purchased. 

The headstones of these plots will need to be facing north east due to the need for correct 

orientation for some religions therefore the headstones will not be visible from the access 

road but will be visible from the pathway in front of this plot. 

 

Extensive discussion took place over the layout of future plots in the bottom area.  Plots 

that have been laid out and purchased have been sited with their headstones facing away 

from the access road but visible from the pathways laid in this section.- 

  

It is therefore RECOMMENDED that the bays along the northern and eastern boundary 

of the cemetery are marked out starting from the back hedges so that headstones are 

visible from the access road and pathways and will NOT face the hedge.  

Future positions of plot slabs must be agreed by PO before placing slabs. [A new plan to 

be completed showing these details and future layout plans – copy available in office) 

 

The areas that have been planted with flowers [against Council permission] will be 

grassed over when the planting dies down. 

  

Water Feature: This is not working correctly at the moment, due to possibly the pump.  

Suggestion that: 1. the pump mal-function should be corroborated. 2. Discussion to take 

place with the supplier to honour the guarantee on this item. 3. Should BPC purchase a 

new pump circa £62.00 – when faulty pump corroborated, the supplier will refund any 

costs incurred. 

 

Seat Allowance; It was agreed that a maintenance charge of half the cost of the original 

10 year approval fee should be procured from anyone wishing to extend the placement of 

their memorial bench in the cemetery. 

 

Roses: Cllr Morris due to attend the rose beds shortly. Cllr Morris also requested that the 

trees canopy needs to be reduced as it is overhanging the rose beds [near the small wicket 

gate area. and section towards the main gate]. The trees along this section are causing 

excessive dampness, moss and mould to the roses. A tree surgeon advice perhaps needs 

obtaining.  



Plots: Many plots that have sunk have had their soil removed, replaced and will be 

grassed over again shortly. Turf is to be ordered and work completed as soon as possible. 

Wooded Area:  Suggestion to set more Spring bulbs in this area, although last years 

should have multiplied this year. Also suggested that Summer bulbs too could be 

feasible. 

Brochure:  It was stated by PO that there would need alterations to the Cemetery 

Brochure but asked members if they planned to carry out any further improvements 

before this is carried out.   No improvements were suggested at this time. 

 

Burials: Recent ruling information shows that ALL graves should be shored up when 

excavating [which hasn’t been done]. PO to ask for a ‘Method Statement’ 

from the grave diggers to ensure all recognised procedures take place and H&S is in 

place. 

 

St. Catherines 

Fence:  Despite many conversations regarding the condition and repair of the fence, 

where the Parish agreed to supply new concrete posts, and The Church would attempt to 

find volunteers to help replace the panels. BPC has also tried to find some offenders to 

help, but have had no reply to date. As this is not the responsibility of BPC, it is therefore 

suggested that The Church ask the elders /congregation their opinion on the necessity of 

the fence being re-erected. 

    

Pughes Paddock: To be visited for survey. 

 

Date of next meeting  February 6th @ 10.00am  Venue Pughes Paddock  

 

Meeting closed @ 12.25 pm 

 

 

                            

  


