
 CEMETERY WORKING PARTY MEETING 

FEBRUARY 28TH 2017 @ 11.15am 

ON SITE CEMETERIES 

BURBAGE 

 

Present:   Cllrs, Mary Sherwin [Chair]: Peter Wallace 

Stuart Mottershaw [ Grounds Maintenance Supervisor] Cllrs Stan Rooney and Peter 

Morris arrived @ 11.45am 

 

Apologies: Cllr Ann Hall sent @ 18.52   28/2/17 

Minutes approved:  December 8th 2016 

 

LYCHGATE LANE CEMETERY 

 

All members present were very pleased with the overall look of the cemetery.  

The hedges were all tidy, and almost all at the right height.  

[three hedges in the middle of original cemetery were still a little rounded SM to ask 

Glendale to rectify this] The hedge area near the bollards still needs cutting back, as 

previously agreed, in line with the width of the rest of the hedge, cutting away the inside 

edge which is causing weeds, runners and debris. SM to inform Glendale 

SM informed members that one person had been working almost every day last week, to 

get the cemetery inline with expectations. 

The benches are all looking cleaner, and the unpainted wooden ones, look almost like 

new. WP  suggest asap they are oiled and stained, rather than painted, as that will only 

result in peeling off during the Summer months with the heat. SM agreed and will 

perhaps ask Martin if he would like to contribute to this work. 

Some of the painted benches would improve with a further coat of paint. 

The lids to the water boxes seem to be permanently in the open position. This was not the 

intention , but the hinges and the catches are in great need of lubrication, a good 

‘sweep out’ around the top edges, and again – a coat of paint. 

It is suggested that a notice be placed above on the wall, requesting the lids be replaced 

after use.  

Bottom Shelter:  This is looking much better having been stained. There are still a few 

slats to be finished on the rear panel, but due to excessive water they are very green and 

need cleaning first. Martin is going to address this before completing the work. 

The wooded area is tidy and bulbs are starting to appear. The area near the ditch has also 

been cut and rubbish removed, improving the open aspect [ later decisions will be made 

for this area to enhance the use of the land] 

Water feature: There are several bulb growth appearing in the slate stones, although 

these may be pretty, they will spread and spoilt the effect of tidiness and relaxation. SM 

will get these removed before they get a foothold 

Rose beds: The to members would like to thank Cllr Peter Morris for his volunteer 

work in spreading many bags of manure and treatment of the roses which are looking 

very strong. 

 

 



 

   

Stump grinding :  This has been addressed but needs to be monitored regularly to ensure 

it doesn’t re-acurr and cause further expense. The grass is now growing in these areas, 

and will soon look much better. 

Top Shelter:  The ivy and planting is still almost reaching the guttering of the shelter, 

despite being cut back. Members agreed that ALL these bushes, ivy, and planting should 

be removed totally to expose the fancy brickwork that was designed for the shelter. It’s 

inlaid brickwork and engineering bricks are presently covered by growth, and growth that 

is not only spoiling but damaging the fabric of the building. The guttering is broken 

and needs urgent repair to avoid water pouring down the walls. 

Members suggest that planting is laid to fill the soil areas left when the climbing plants 

are removed, possibly another variety of Lavender, a species that can be cut back each 

year, easily and cost effectively. SM to suggest a choice of planting for this area, and 

bring back to members.   

Headstone for approval:  Members were shown an application for a headstone for a 

staff member’s family plot. Members agreed this was fully within policy and agreed to 

approve.    

 

 

St Catherine’s Churchyard: 

 

The whole area is benefiting from all bushes and small growth being trimmed and 

looking tidy. 

The three bays of past parishioners planting however look very untidy and over grown. 

A small area of trees have been removed by the Church wall plus one bay cleared with 

high level boxes installed filled with vegetable plants.  

The other larger areas members feel would be better used, cleared and laid to grass, 

exposing any headstones that are presently buried below them. [ This would make a 

better setting for wedding groups beside the Church walls] 

The second bay is covered in ivy growth and large growth reaching high on the walls.  

SM to get a quote for  clearing these bays, laying to grass where possible and tidying 

where needed. [Parish to check that Father Andrew has not made any arrangements 

with volunteers to address the latter bay listed]  

Lime Trees:  There are 6 Lime trees bordering the pathway to the main entrance, 3 of 

them are still covered with ivy and the other 3 are clear. This needs removing asap with 

the following additions. 

After much discussion, and agreement [ for now] to keep these trees, due to the avenue 

they present for wedding guests and photographic ambience, work should be done to all 6 

trees, to remove the side growth and off shoots around the bases, to provide a canopy of 

growth to enhance the view when approaching the Church.    

Side entrance: Although much work has been done to improve the view, safety and 

tidiness of this entrance, there are still areas that need work. The Holly tree, which was 

left under advice from HBBC is looking very untidy, causing debris and damage to the 

Church walls, sand members feel this should be re-assessed [ Cllr Rooney to contact 

HBBC tree expert for a visit] There is also a tree adjacent to the Holly which is 



completely covered in strong Ivy roots, and is detrimental to the overall aspect of the 

area, this to be included in the visit from HBBC. 

At the side gate entrance there is considerable amount of growth overhanging private 

property on Hinckley Road. Large branches lie across the boundary wall, which is 

covered in Ivy, suffocating any light that could be needed. The frontage boundary 

ornamental wall ironwork has been damaged by these branches. Half of the adjacent 

properties garden, is taken up by overhanging growth from the Church Yard, causing 

excessive debris and possible damage.  

Side fence: The panel fence bordering the Church inner wall is hanging off the posts, 

looks very unkempt, is green in colour, from the algae on the trees. Parish to contact the 

Church/Diocese re this fence, which is a security boundary fence, and is in need of 
urgent repair.   

 

Churchyard:  This is all very tidy, apart from the logs still awaiting removal by the tree 

surgeons. [ an estimate of when this will be completed would be helpful as a possible 

danger if played on by children] 

The boundary is now exposed to the farm buildings, and should be part of a project of 

improvement in the future. 

 

Meeting closed @ 12.40 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


