
CEMETERY WORKING PARTY MEETING 

JUNE 1st 2017 @ 10.30am 

On Site 

BURBAGE 

Present:   Cllrs, Mary Sherwin [Chair]: Stan Rooney, Peter Morris,  

Debbie Perry, [Principal Officer] Stuart Mottershaw 

Minutes approved:  March 24th 2017    

 

Chairman:  Cllr Sherwin: proposed by Cllr Rooney, seconded by Cllr Morris. 

 

Stuart reported that he was still having issues with Glendale, the contracted grounds 

company for Lychgate Lane Cemetery. The standard of work was not satisfactory the 

grass cutting was not uniform, or tidy around graves. There is a new manager Dean 

Harrison to support this cemetery, and Stuart has requested a further meeting on site with 

him. 

Toilet/water Block: The hinges and support laths have been repaired by Martin, and new 

notices requesting the lids be closed, have been completed. Martin reports that the lids are 

now being closed by users.  

The shrubbery around the block has now been reduced as requested at the last meeting, 

by 50% exposing the decorative brickwork [ other than one bush due to birds nesting] 

this to be addressed in Sept/Oct.  Stuart was requested to tidy up the bushes, remove the 

Cotoneaster, and re-shape the other bushes to encourage them to shoot outwards and not 

upwards. There are still many shoots on the brickwork and roof which need removing 

[possibly with a stiff brush]. The woodwork soffits now being exposed, show the need for 

care and attention and re-painting before the Autumn.  

Some paved paths to access the water and toilets are full of weeds, as are the Lavender 

bushes planted around the shelter.  

Stuart to remind Glendale this is part of their contract and to address this 

immediately.   

Hedges:  Some of the hedges, although improved, still need reducing in line with the 

former provided [3ft x3ft]. 

The triangular close by the new water feature in bay one , the hedge is very unkempt and 

uneven, and does not comply with the 3 x 3 ft criteria. This hedge to be reduced to meet 

requirements. Stuart to do this asap.  Hedge to the rear of the 2002 bench, is very 

untidy, having no shape or format – this also needs addressing asap, to encourage it to 

grow in line with other hedges. 

Also, the hedge surrounding the old water feature needs reducing in height and width 

[again to 3 x 3 ft] from the outside edge of the hedge not the inner overlooking the 

benches.  Sept/Oct, for these works to be implemented by our own staff..  

Unauthorised additions to grave areas:   Again, artefacts and planting have been 

adorned to council property, and outside the boundary of the plots. Measurements were 

taken of many graves, indicating that some owners/families are not using the correct 

measurement points to complete the useable area of the graves.  

 

 

 



Incorrect length by measuring FROM the edge of the headstone plinth is being operated. 

The correct measurement MUST be taken from the back of the concrete slab x the width 

of the concrete slab. Additions of wording and sketches to be added to the cemetery 

policy and information to ensure owners are fully aware of the area of land they are 

purchasing for their loved ones. ANY GRAVES EXCEEDING THESE 

MEASUREMNTS WILL BE CONTACTED AND REQUESTED TO REDUCE THEIR 

PLOTS. 

Grave plots with vegetation growing excessively: There are several plots that have 

plants/trees growing, covering the majority of the plot, and in some cases, infringing on 

other plots. Some have previously been asked to remove this vegetation – those to whom 

this applies, will have this infringement removed at Council cost, and if necessary – 

charged on. Others that have not yet been contacted will be, and asked to remove said 

infringement.  

Cllr Morris then left the meeting. 

  

St Catherine’s Churchyard :  Cllrs Mary Sherwin: Stan  Rooney: Stuart Mottershaw: 

Debbie Perry 

The logs have now been removed.  

There was a question as to the Holly Tree still awaiting reduction/removal.  

Cllr Rooney to contact Ian Pinfold [HBBC] to clarify the position over this tree. 

Further discussion re over overhanging branches adjacent to properties on Hinckley 

Road, and the removal of these branches: Although BPC tree policy suggests unless 

dangerous, or restricting any access, to ignore, it is felt by the members, that these 

branches are very unkempt and do not enhance the visual effect of St Catherine’s Church. 

No excessive works are needed, merely a tidy up of hanging branches, some of which are 

already dead. These works if agreed, to be addressed in the Autumn. 

The fence is still in a poor state, mainly due to the wooden posts having rotted. The 

fencing is still useable. It is suggested that the P.O. contact LCC to ascertain if the 

Youth Offenders team could help the Parish/Church with these works, by installing 

concrete posts to replace the wooden ones.  

The Churchyard looks very tidy, areas requested for tidying weeds, and exposing grass, 

have been completed and are much improved. The Lime tree excessive growth has been 

removed and tidier. The ivy has been removed and the Limes are now shooting and 

creating a nice leafy avenue entrance to the Church. 

Some of the trees to the rear, would benefit from their branches being lifted from the 

ground, letting light through, thereby removing all the weeds and self setters growing 

below the trees. HBBC is to be consulted on how this can be improved with minimum 

cost. This has been noted previously as a future project. 

 The following para, is pending from previous minutes. 

The overgrown triangle at the Church Wall:  Father Andrew asked Stuart if the 

Parish Council could clear this area, as he would like to develop this area as a 

memorial and reflection area. This would take considerable expenditure of Parish 

funds, and is not budgeted for. [ In the past we have managed to get funding for 

projects at the Churchyard, could we investigate this possibility] 

Meeting closed @ 11.45am         

 


