OUR WILDLIFE
NEEDS YOU!
The county of Leicestershire and the surrounding landscape has a wealth of
Important habitats for wildlife, including woodlands, farmland, grasslands, rivers
and more.
Without volunteers recording what they see we don’t know what's living in our landscape. Species
records are incredibly important for the monitoring & protection of notable, habitats and
associated species that depend on them for survival.
This pack will direct you to all the information you need to record findings in your local area, as
well as key environmental issues & considerations for good project planning.
By submitting wildlife records to your local records centre, you are being a big help to
conservation in your area.

H ow to use this pack
This pack will direct you to number of resources suitable for all different knowledge
levels and age groups to help you on your journey in recording & identifying local
wildlife.
Biological Records
Centres are organisations
that collate and store
wildlife records for
specific regions. For
Leicestershire this is the
‘Leicestershire & Rutland
Environmental Records
Centre’ (LERC) & is
managed by staff at
Leicestershire County
Council.

If you are interested in getting more
involved with local sites such as
woodlands, we have included a
woodland survey form to help you
keep track of the species and features
within the woods.
Follow this key throughout the pack to find the
source of information your require :
Resources for download.
Free online resources.
Purchase required.

And finally a directory of
local wildlife groups &
additional useful info is
provided should you want to
take your recording &
interests further.
Making wildlife records is
simple, all you need to do is
record WHO you are, WHAT
you saw, WHERE you saw it
and WHEN it was.

W here to send your records
Leicestershire & Rutland
Environmental Records Centre
(LRERC)

Email your wildlife records to
your Local Biological Records
Centre.
Biological
Records
Centres
are
organisations that collate and store wildlife
records for specific regions. It is important
to send in your wildlife records so that we
know what is living where.
Visit: www.leicestershire.gov.uk/environmentand-planning/planning/planning-and-ecology

Email: lrerc@leics.gov.uk

LRERC staff collate, standardise and validate
data from sources including:
the County Recorders' Network and local
naturalists; LRERC staff, partners and
contractors; the NBN, iRecord and national
recording schemes; members of the public and
community surveys; ecology consultants; and
the local online recording site NatureSpot.

Or alternatively download the free iRecord App &
submit your wildlife records instantly from your
mobile phone as these are shared with LRERC

LERC as a resource for
project planning…
Resources such as the LERC
are fantastic for obtaining
information on recorded flora
and fauna in a given area.
Records can then be used to
help develop tree planting
plans, local neighbourhood
plans, biodiversity mapping
etc.
It can also help in identifying
opportunities for planting &
to help provide ecological
assurance.

NatureSpot is a Leicestershire based registered charity (1138852), established in 2009 with the aim of promoting the
wildlife and wild places of Leicestershire and Rutland and helping to increase public awareness of, and interest in, local
biodiversity. It is entirely run by committed volunteers. Our aims are:
To help the public to identify local wildlife and to learn about the natural environment
To showcase of the wildlife and wild places of Leicestershire and Rutland
To encourage and facilitate wildlife recording

The Naturespot website has a number of free
identification resources for a wide range of species
groups. It also provides support and information
on record submission and validation of wildlife
records.
For more info please visit: www.naturespot.org.uk

Recording Form
Site Name: Bosworth Country Park, Market Bosworth
Name of Recorder: Eugene Bumblebee
Date: 01/07/2019
Species Name

Grid Reference (if
known)

Notes (e.g. location, number seen, etc)

Orange Tip Butterfly

One adult basking on woodland path

Red Fox

1 adult seen in car park

Seven-spot ladybird

One adult on the woodland edge, on a dead wood
pile

Bluebell

Numerous plants seen in woodland

Speckled Wood Butterfly

One adult basking on footpath of woodland glade

You can find your grid reference at www.gridreferencefinder.com.

(6-8 number grid references are best as these allow greater geographic detail)
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You can find your grid reference at www.gridreferencefinder.com.
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W hat to Spot…Plants
FAMILY RESOURCES

BEGINNER RESOURCES

iSpot www.ispotnature.org
Wildlife Watch Spotter Sheets
www.wildlifewatch.org.uk/spotting- Plantlife www.plantlife.org.uk/uk
Woodland Trust
sheets
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk
Plantlife Spotter Sheets
www.plantlife.org/uk/discover-wild- Field Studies Council (FSC) Fold-Out
Charts available to buy at
plants-nature/spotter-sheets
https://www.field-studiesWoodland Trust Nature Detectives
council.org/productLeaf iDial
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/naturedet category/publications
ectives/activities/2015/06/leaf-idial John Hayward (2004) A New Key to
Wildflowers.FSC.
Derek Niemann (2012) RSPB First
Paul Sterry (2008) Collins Complete
Book of Trees. A & C Black.
Guide to British Trees: A
photographic guide to every common
species. Collins.

INTERMEDIATE RESOURCES
Botanical Society of Britain & Ireland
www.bsbi.org
Francis Rose (2006) The Wildflower Key
(Revised Edition): How to identify wild
flowers, trees and shrubs in Britain and
Ireland. Warne.
David Streeter (2016) Collins Wild
Flower Guide (Second Edition). Collins.
Dominic Price & Leif Bersweden (2013)
Autumn Trees: A photographic guide to
common trees & shrubs. FSC.
Clive Stace (2010) New Flora of the
British Isles. Cambridge University Press
James Merryweather (2007) The Fern
Guide to ferns, club mosses, quillworts
an horsetails of the British Isles. FSC.

W hat to Spot…Birds
FAMILY RESOURCES

BEGINNER RESOURCES

Wildlife Spotter Sheets
www.wildlifewqatch.org.uk/spottingsheets
Woodland Trust Nature Detectives
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/naturedet
ectives/activities/2015/06/gardenbirdsiid
i-Spy Garden Birds: What can you
spot? (Collins Michelin i-SPY Guides)
Andrea Pinington & Caz Buckingham
(2015) The Little Book of Garden
Bird Songs (Sound Book). Fine
Feather Press Ltd.
Sarah Whittley & Mike Unwin (2006)
RSPB My First Book of Garden Birds.
A & C Black

ispot www.ispotnature.org
RSPB www.rspb.org.uk
Peter Holden & Tim Cleeves (2014)
RSPB Handbook of British Birds.
Forth Edition. Bloomsbury Natural
History.
Paul Sterry (2008) Collins Complete
Guide to British Birds: A photographic
guide to every common species.
Collins.
Geoff Sample (2009) Garden Bird
Songs and Calls. Collins.
Jonathan Elphick, Lars Svensson & Jan
Pedersen (2012) Birdsong: 150
British & Irish Birds & their amazing
sounds. Quadrille Publishing Ltd.

INTERMEDIATE
RESOURCES
British Trust for Ornithology
www.bto.org
Paul Sterry & Paul Stancliffe (2015)
Collins BTO Guide to Rare British
Birds. Collins.
Keith Vinicombe (2014) The Helm
Guide to Bird Identification: An indepth look at confusion species.
Lars Svensson (2010) Collins Bird
Guide Second Edition. Collins.
Geoff Sample (2010) Collins Bird
Songs and Calls (Books & 3 CDs).
Collins

Wild
birds:
protection
&
licences
.
All wild bird species, their eggs and nests are protected by law (Wildlife & Countryside Act,
1981). You must always try to avoid harming birds or to use measures which do not kill or
injure them before considering taking harmful action.
In most cases you should be able to avoid harming wild birds by:
• timing your work to avoid the breeding season
• using a range of methods that deter but don’t harm them
In exceptional cases the law allows certain exemptions to permit legal activities . A license is
usually required in these instances.
Some birds, known as ‘schedule 1 birds’, e.g. barn owls, have extra legal protection.
Wild birds: protection & licenses: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/wild-birds-protectionsurveys-and-licences

Wild birds: activities that can
harm birds
Activities that can harm birds:
These activities can affect wild birds, particularly during
breeding season:
▪ trimming or cutting trees, bushes, hedges and rough
vegetation
▪ renovating, converting or demolishing a building
▪ creating disturbance, e.g. noise, lighting and vibration
▪ taking actions to prevent problems, e.g. shooting birds or
removing nests

Country Life, 2022

The ‘Bird Nesting Season’ is officially from February
until August (Natural England) and it is
recommended that vegetation works (tree or hedge
cutting) or site clearance should be done outside of
the nesting season.

Bird Boxes
Then British Trust for Ornithology
Nest Boxes- your essential guide:
https://www.bto.org/sites/default/files/bto-nest-boxes-essentialguide.pdf
The Woodland Trust
How to build a nestbox:
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2021/02/how-to-build-a-nestbox-for-birds/
The RSPB
Making & placing a bird box:
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/advice/how-you-can-helpbirds/nestboxes/

Nestboxes for the Garden: https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-andwildlife/advice/how-you-can-help-birds/nestboxes/
RSPB, 2022

Bird Boxes

BTO Nest Boxes: Your essential guide
https://www.bto.org/sites/default/files/bto-nest-boxes-essential-guide.pdf

W hat to Spot…Mammals
FAMILY RESOURCES
Wildlife Spotter Sheets
www.wildlifewqatch.org.uk/spottin
g-sheets
Woodland Trust Nature Detectives
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/natured
etectives/activities/2016/03/anim
al-track-id
Anita Ganeri (2011) RSPB My First
Book of Mammals. A & C Black

BEGINNER RESOURCES
ispot www.ispotnature.org
The Mammal Society www.mammal.org.uk
British Deer Society www.bds.org.uk
Bat Conservation Trust www.bats.org.uk
Paul Sterry (2010) Collins Complete
Guide to British Animals: A photographic
guide to every common species. Collins.
Field Studies Council (FSC) Fold-Out
Charts available to buy at
https://www.field-studies
council.org/productcategory/publications
Dominic Couzens, Andy Swash, Robert
Still & John Dunn (2017) Britain's
Mammals: A field guide to mammals of
Britain & Ireland (WILDGuides). Princeton
University Press.

INTERMEDIATE
RESOURCES
Stephen Harris & Derek Yalden
(2008) Mammals of the British Isle:
Handbook. Forth Edition. Mammal
Society.
Jon Russ (2012) British Bat Calls: A
guide to species identification.
Pelagic Publishing
Lars-Henrik Olsen (2013) Tracks and
Signs of the Animals and Birds of
Britain and Europe. Princeton
University Press.

Bats & the Law
(UK)

In Britain all bat species and their roosts are legally
protected, by both domestic and international legislation.
This means you may be committing a criminal offence if
you:
Deliberately take , injure or kill a wild bat
Intentionally or recklessly disturb a bat in its roost or
deliberately disturb a group of bats.

Injured or grounded bat? Call
the National Bat Helpline
0345 1300 228

Damage or destroy a place used by bats for breeding or
resting (roosts) (even if bats are not occupying the roost at
the time)
Possess or advertise/sell/exchange a bat of a species found
in the wild in the EU (dead or alive) or any part of a bat.
Intentionally or recklessly obstruct access to a bat roost.

Bat Boxes
Bat boxes are artificial roosts designed to encourage bats into areas where
there are few roosting sites. There are various designs of bat box from wooden
boxes you can make yourself to external ready-assembled boxes and even
integrated bat boxes that can be built into walls. Different bat species need
different spaces.
For more info on the different bat box styles & important considerations
please visit the Bat Conservation Trusts website & links below:
Wooden Bat Boxes: https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/buildings-planningand-development/bat-boxes/wooden-bat-boxes
External ready-made & integrated bat boxes: https://www.bats.org.uk/ourwork/buildings-planning-and-development/bat-boxes/external-ready-madebat-boxes-integrated-bat-boxes
Putting up your bat box: https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/buildingsplanning-and-development/bat-boxes/putting-up-your-box
Maintaining your bat box: https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/buildingsplanning-and-development/bat-boxes/maintaining-your-bat-box

Bat Boxes
In summary, locate boxes:
Where bats are known to feed and navigate (close to
hedges and tree lines);
Ideally at least 4m above the ground (where safe
installation is possible);
Away from artificial light sources (to protect them
from predation); and
Sheltered from strong winds and exposed to the sun
for part of the day (usually south, south-east or
south-west).
Bats need time to find and explore new homes, and it
may be several months or even years before boxes have
residents – be patient!
https://cdn.bats.org.uk/uploads/pdf/Bat-BoxInformation-Pack-Sept-2020-JF.pdf?v=1600095860

Tip: If you need
extra advice, it is
always good to try
& approach your
local bat group for
extra support.

Please note, as bats are vulnerable to
disturbance and fully protected under UK
law, boxes must only be opened by a
licensed bat worker.

W hat to Spot… Invertebrates
FAMILY RESOURCES
Wildlife Spotter Sheets
www.wildlifewqatch.org.uk/spottin
g-sheets
Woodland Trust Nature Detectives
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/natured
etectives/activities
Mike Unwin (2009) RSPB My First
Book of Garden Bugs. A & C Black,

BEGINNER RESOURCES
iSpot www.ispotnature.org
Buglife www.buglife.org.uk
Butterfly Conservation www.butterflyconservation.org
British Dragonfly Society www.Britishdragonflies.org.uk
Bumblebee Conservation Trust
www.bumblebeeconservation.org.uk
Michael Chinery (2009) Collins Complete
Guide to British Insects: A photographic
guide to every common species. Collins.
Michael Chinery (1993) Collins Pocket
Guide- Insects of Britain and Western
Europe. Collins
Various Resources & photo guides:
http://www.eakringbirds.com/

INTERMEDIATE
RESOURCES
Amateur Entomologists Society
www.amentsoc.org
The Royal Entomological Society
www.royensoc.co.uk
FSC AIDGAP Guides

W hat to Spot…Reptiles
& Amphibians
FAMILY RESOURCES

BEGINNER RESOURCES

Wildlife Spotter Sheets
www.wildlifewqatch.org.uk/spottingsheets
ARG UK Fun Factsheets
www.arguk.org/infoadvice/educational-resources/kidsfun-sheets

ispot www.ispotnature.org
Amphibian & Reptile Conservation
Trust www.arc-trust.org.
Froglife www.froglife.org
ARG UK free ID Guides
www.arguk.org/info-advice/idguides
Field Studies Council (FSC) Fold-Out
Charts available to buy at
https://www.field-studiescouncil.org/productcategory/publications

INTERMEDIATE
RESOURCES
Amphibian & Reptile Groups (ARG) UK
www.arguk.org
Howard Inns (2011) Britain's Reptiles
and Amphibians: A guide to the
reptiles & amphibians of Britain,
Ireland & the Channel Islands
(WILDGuides). Princeton University
Press.

Woodland Recording Form
Plant Species in Shrub Layer
(identify to species if possible)
Bird Cherry
Blackthorn
Dogwood
Elder

Guelder
rose
Hawthorn

Willow

Hazel
Holly

Elm
Field Maple

Rowan

Other (please specify)
Free ID resources available at
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk

Wild Flower Species in the Ground-Flora
(identify to species if possible)
Bluebell

Greater stitchwort

Violets

Cow Parsley

Hedge Woundwort

Wild garlic

Herb Robert
Dog’s
Mercury
Early purple
orchid
Enchanter’s
nightshade

Lesser celandine

Wood anemone

Lords & ladies
Primrose

Are any of these special
features present in the
wood?
Boundary ditches
Coppice

Wood sorrel

Dead trees

Wood spurge

Earth works

Red campion

Yellow pimpernel

Other (please specify?)
Free ID resources available at
www.plantlife.org.uk or www.naturespot.org.uk

Glades
Pollards
Ponds
Rides

Streams

Tree Planting- which
species to plant?
Different trees have different purposes and needs. Choose your species
according to the land you have and what you want from your trees.
Key Considerations (examples):
• Purpose of planting? (wildlife, flood control, aesthetic etc
• Ownership
• UK sourced & grown trees (reduce disease & pests) Native Broadleaves
(preferred)
• Soil & site conditions/suitability
• Quantity? Look to use a mix of native broadleaves for larger areas
• Management & maintenance
• Seasonality of tree planting (Nov-March)
• UK law regarding Trees & protected species e.g. UK Bats
• Health & Safety considerations
• Planting position, spacing, size, tree guards etc (size when mature etc

Did you know?
Almost all of the native
tree species in the UK have
been affected by an
introduced pest or disease
in the last 30 years.

Woodland Biosecurity
The threat to our forests and woodlands has never been greater. Increased global trade and the
movement of goods between countries means an increased risk of spreading pests and
diseases, which may travel hidden in plant products, packaging and shipping crates

What is Biosecurity?
Biosecurity is a set of precautions that aim
to prevent the introduction and spread of
harmful organisms. These may be pests,
pathogens or invasive species.

It is not always possible to see pests and
diseases. Pests are most often
transported in soil or organic material,
such as plant debris, that can be carried
on footwear or by the wheels of vehicles
and forest machinery.
Diseases may also be spread via the
equipment used for tree work. Some
pathogens are dispersed in water.

Woodland Biosecurity
LOW-risk activities
Most of the work tree wardens & environmental volunteers will undertake is generally low-risk
activities For e.g. as surveying ancient trees etc.
✓ Wear footwear & outerwear that can
easily be kept clean.

✓ Clean footwear & outerwear regularly;
ensure they are visually free from soil
and organic debris
✓ Restrict the equipment taken onto a site.
✓ Ensure all tools and equipment are
clean, serviceable and free from organic
debris
Woodland Biosecurity
https://www.forestryengland.uk/sites/default/files/pdf/Biosecurity%20Policy.pdf

Invasive Non-native Species (INNS)
Did you know?

INNS definition/s:
Native species – a species that has colonised Britain
naturally since the last Ice Age.
Non-native species – a species that has not colonised
naturally but was introduced (either accidentally or
deliberately) by people.
Invasive non-native species – a non-native species
that has a negative impact (i.e. on the environment,
the economy or the way we live).

There are now almost 2,000
non-native species in Britain.

Invasive Non-native Species (INNS)

Check, Clean &
Dry campaign:
https://www.nonn
ativespecies.org/w
hat-can-ido/check-cleandry/

Invasive Non-native Species (INNS)

Free leaflets &
posters:
https://www.nonn
ativespecies.org/
what-can-i-do/beplantwise/materialsand-resources/

Invasive Non-native Species (INNS)
The Forestry Commission: woodland
biosecurity:
https://www.forestryengland.uk/sites/defa
ult/files/pdf/Biosecurity%20Policy.pd f
A simple guide to woodland biosecurity:
https://gabrielhemery.com/woodlandbiosecurity-a-simple-guide/
The Woodland Trust: tree pests & diseases:
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/treeswoods-and-wildlife/tree-pests-anddiseases/what-we-are-doing/

Non-native species secretariat (NNSS) GB: Be
plant wise campaign:
https://www.nonnativespecies.org/what-can-ido/be-plant-wise/
NNSS: INNS ID sheets:
https://www.nonnativespecies.org/non-nativespecies/id-sheets/
NNSS Biosecurity & pathways:
https://www.nonnativespecies.org/biosecurity/
NNSS: What can I do?:
https://www.nonnativespecies.org/what-can-ido/
NNSS check, Clean & Dry campaign:
https://www.nonnativespecies.org/what-can-ido/check-clean-dry/

Trees and the Law UK
There are two distinct forms of Law regarding trees, these include Statutory &
Common Law:

Statutory Law (examples)
Acts of Parliament, e.g. the town & Country Planning
Act 1990

✓ Tree Preservation Orders (TPO’s)
✓ Conservation Areas

Common Law (examples)
Law decisions of judges in court, largely in relation to
resolution & disputes
✓ Trees & Boundaries
✓ Overhanging & encroaching trees

Trees and the Law UK
The safety of trees is nearly always the responsibility of the owner of the land on which they grow; but there
are some exceptions, such as when a rental agreement requires the tenants of a property to manage the
trees. The tree owner or manager has a ‘common law’ duty of care to:
‘take reasonable care to avoid acts or omissions which they can reasonably foresee would be likely to injure
their neighbour’

Duty of Care
❑ Occupiers Liability Act 1957 & 1984
❑ Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions Act 1976)
❑ Highways Act 1980
❑ Health & Safety at Work Act 1974

Trees and the Law UK
continued
Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs)
Are administered by your local Council in its role as the Local Planning
Authority (LPA) and are made to protect trees that provide a significant
amenity benefit to the area.
All species of tree can be protected (but not hedges, bushes or shrubs),
and a TPO can protect anything from a single tree to all trees within a
defined area or woodland
A TPO makes it a criminal offence to cut down, top, lop, uproot, wilfully
damage or wilfully destroy a tree protected by that order, or to cause or
permit such actions, without the authority’s permission.

Local Wildlife Sites (LWS)
What is a LWS?
Local Wildlife Sites are areas identified and selected locally for their great wildlife value. The designation is nonstatutory, but is recognition of a site’s significance with many sites being of county and often regional
importance for wildlife.
Why are they so important?
Local Wildlife Sites are the grass-roots of nature conservation. Not only are they important in their own right,
but they also create a vital network of wildlife rich sites reaching across districts and counties. Trees and
hedgerows play a role in this.

Did you Know?

Across the county at LCC we
have approx. 3375 LWS, or
candidate LWS.

Non-Statutory Law

Want to take it further?
Here are some examples of local & regional wildlife groups to get in touch with if you
would like to find out more about wildlife & volunteer survey.
Naturespot
https://www.naturespot.org.uk/

Leicestershire & Rutland Wildlife
Trust
https://www.lrwt.org.uk/

Bumblebee Conservation Trust
https://www.bumblebeeconservatio
n.org/

Leicestershire & Rutland Bat Group
https://lrbatgroup.wordpress.com/

UK Amphibian and Reptile Groups
(ARG)
www.arguk.org
https://british-dragonflies.org.uk/

British Dragonfly Society
https://british-dragonflies.org.uk/

Leicestershire & Rutland
Ornithological Society
https://lros.org.uk/
Rutland Natural History Society
https://www.rnhs.org.uk/links-2/

Leicestershire Fungi Study
https://leicsfungi.chessck.co.uk/

Botanical Society of Britain & Ireland
https://bsbi.org
East Midlands Butterfly
Conservation
https://butterflyconservation.org/in-your-area/eastmidlands-branch

Buglife
https://www.buglife.org.uk/
Leicestershire & Rutland Badger
Group
http://www.badgergroup.org.uk/
Loughborough Naturalists Club
http://www.loughboroughnats.org/

