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   Extra round of applause for Ann, MBE       Street cred for THE party is 100 per cent 
 

    

BURBAGE PARISH COUNCIL  
NEWS LETTER 

ANN Crabtree, MBE, knew that she would 

be giving a talk, after agreeing to be guest 

speaker at the annual parish meeting in 

Burbage. 
What she hadn’t anticipated was being asked to find a 

few extra words, in the form of an acceptance speech 

following the presentation to her of the 2012 

Chairman’s Community Award. The award is made 

annually by the leader of Burbage Parish Council to 

recognise individuals whose efforts make a difference 

to the collective good of the parish. 

Ann earned the honour for local unsung heroes, as she 

had earned the national recognition earlier this year, for 

her efforts across a range of community-enhancing 

activities. The award was presented to her at the annual parish meeting by chairman Richard Flemming, 

who paid tribute to her tireless contributions to making Burbage a better place.  

 

Members of the public attending the parish meeting heard Cllr Flemming give a report on the work of the 

parish council over the past year and its plans for the future. Mrs Crabtree, in a talk entitled “A Day to 

Remember” gave a very interesting and entertaining account of her MBE investiture at Buckingham 

Palace. 
 

Down the road from 2000 . . . your community hall 
IT was opened in Burbage in the early summer of 2000 and there was no need for a long debate on what to 

call it. The Millennium Hall, standing on a Britannia Road site that  formerly housed changing rooms for 

the sports pitches beyond, says it all, just as the plaque inside the doors unequivocally states that the new 

construction was “built for the benefit of the people of Burbage.” 

In 2012, one of the busiest buildings in Burbage continues to flourish as an ongoing asset to the  

community. And although a mere dozen years means it’s still a relatively young building, there have 

already been major changes at the Millennium Hall. It’s bigger for a start, with a lobby added at the rear 

and offices for Burbage Parish Council extended at the front. Part of the space the previous Parish Office 

occupied is now used by  the Burbage policing team,  improving site security and giving an easier point of 

access to local police officers for local people.   

A continuous programme of improving facilities has seen air conditioning installed, additional  double 

glazing, new flooring laid in the main hall and a noise limiter added. Measures that add comfort to 

convenience and ensure healthy bookings for a huge range of activities. A few slots remain available for 

additional groups seeking a venue and, for private parties, a quick call to the office will reveal whether the 

date you want is free. Happy birthday, Millennium Hall! 
 

Tribute paid to Brian Edwards 
PARISH Council members observed a minute of silence at their March meeting in memory of former councillor  

Brian Edwards.  The late Mr Edwards represented Sketchley ward residents for many years and was 

chairman of the council 2002-2004. 

CHURCH STREET in Burbage will be filled top to bottom with party tables  (and folk having a good time) when 

the village celebrates the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee on 4th June.  Such has been the demand from families and 

groups wanting to share the day as a community, a capacity of 100 party tables has been fully booked for weeks - 

and the Parish Council is still taking calls. The terrific response indicates a wonderful day ahead for the hundreds 

of people expected to throng the village centre, whether they’re sitting down, standing up, or dancing.  Plans are 

still being worked on,  but as a reminder partygoers can expect a day of family fun, games, feasting and 

entertainment amid a sea of red, white and blue bunting, flags and floral decoration (business and home owners are 

invited to add to the patriotic backdrop).  There will be rides, vintage & military vehicles, stalls, craft and 

refreshment stands and music to sing along to, while anyone who fancies showcasing local talent is invited to get in 

touch. And don’t forget the chance to impress by turning out in 1950s fashions - there are prizes for the best 

efforts.  

A SUDDEN push in the right direction can help people thinking of stopping smoking. They got two hefty nudges last 
month - a national no smoking day, rapidly followed by a punitive Budget  increase in cigarette prices.  But as anyone 

trying to give up knows, quitting is far from being a one-day thing. So drop-in sessions at the Millennium Hall (every 

Thursday  5.00 to 7.00pm) continue to offer support and encouragement  and are being well used. Burbage Parish  
Council is working with Leicestershire NHS Trust to promote the drop-in scheme , in which advisors who can help  

smokers stick to their good intentions are on hand to offer help, with specialist information and advice on therapy and 

medication. 

Pay us a visit . . . in person or on your PC  
MEMBERS of the public are always welcome to attend Burbage Parish Council meetings. 
Dates ahead (7.30pm unless otherwise stated, at the Millennium Hall, Britannia Road) are as follows: Monday, 16th 

April, Finance and General Purposes Committee; Monday, 23rd April, Planning Committee.  Monday, 14th May, 

Planning Committee (6.30pm) followed by Parish Council;  Monday, 21st May, F & GP; Monday, 28th May, Planning. 
 

THE parish office at the Millennium Hall is open to the public Monday to Friday, 9.00am to 12.00. You can also 
find useful information, including minutes of meetings and future agendas, on the council’s website – go to 

www.burbage-council.co.uk.   

 IF you need to make contact with council members or staff, speak to Principal Officer  Julie Perrin, at the 

Burbage Millennium Hall, Britannia Road, Burbage, Leics, LE 10 2HF, telephone on 01455 637533, or send 

an e-mail to julie@burbage-council.co.uk.  
 

THE elected membership of Burbage Parish Council is: Lash Hill: Mr R Flemming, Mrs A Hall, Mr K Lynch, Ms R   

Morrissey, Mr H Wilkins. St Catherine’s: Mr P Hall, Mrs M Sherwin.  Sketchley: Mr J Howard, Mr R Mayne, Mr J 
Moore, Mr S Rooney. Stretton: Mrs W Barker, Mrs P Coulson, Mrs M Moore, Mr P Morris. Tilton: Mr S Bray, Mrs L 

Hoelmer, Mr D Inman, Mr N Robinson.  

Unfortunately this newsletter went to print prior to election day for a new councillor to represent St Cahterine’s Ward. 

Just an idea, but maybe worth a bid from Burbage? 
THE competition is certain to be stiff, but that shouldn’t stop any community group in Burbage bidding for a share of 

£15,000 worth of funding from the Community Forums programme initiated by Leicestershire County Council. 

Funding proposals (up to £5,000) for a project that will benefit the local area are being invited and the diversity 

is wide - planting a woodland, planning a neighbourhood event, painting a mural or starting a club for youngsters are 

among suggestions. Burbage would compete with Hinckley, Barwell and Earl Shilton and after the 14th June closing 

date there would be a chance to comment on, and vote for, the submitted projects. For more information, visit 

www.leicestershireforums.org. 
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