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FROM the toddler who can hardly see over the net to the 
practised pensioner who can hit any return while rooted in one 
spot, anyone can have a go at table tennis.  Well, that’s been the 
experience at the recreation site at Woodland Avenue, where 
an all-weather table has gone down well since it opened a year 
ago. So, over to Brookside Park, where outdoor ping pong 
is being extended, with a second table installed. It’s thanks 
to a successful grant application to the Tenant Community 
Improvement Fund, run by Hinckley and Bosworth Borough 
Council. All will be welcome to make use of the facility and 
if you live in Burbage (bring some proof to the Parish Office) 
a limited number of free bats and balls will be available on an 
individual basis from 8th April.

Volunteer? No, you 
don’t have to be mad! 
EVERY week, volunteers in Leicestershire who have stuck 
their hands up to help others put in over 343,000 hours of 
unpaid work. We didn’t know that either, any more than 
we knew the work of the local voluntary and community 
sector has an annual value to the county of £213.7m. 
Clearly the impact of voluntary work is hugely important 
to those being helped.  But what about the volunteers 
and what’s in it for them? A lot of the answers are to be 
found on the website of Voluntary Action LeicesterShire, 
a charity that gets people into volunteering and helps 
community groups thrive. Currently it is promoting a 
campaign to get more people volunteering. If it’s something 
you have fancied but aren’t quite sure what direction to take 
(there are hundreds of volunteering opportunities across 
the county) check it out at www.valonline.org.uk.

Better book up, it’s 
festival time again
IF you didn’t know it already, some events in the yearly 
springtime programme of the Burbage Community 
Arts Festival are apt to sell out faster than tickets for West End shows.  
Cue to a calendar, if you want to book dates in BCAF’S annual arts festival.
It’s the group’s 18th festival year and the team plans to celebrate with a lot more 
than 18 events .Take your pick from music, comedy, drama, cinema and the arts. 
This year’s programme opens with BCAF’s Bank Holiday family favourite.  
The Party in the Paddock (Pughes Paddock in Grove Road) is on Sunday, 3rd 
May, when the merriment starts at 11.00 and goes on until teatime. After that there’s 
live band music, showcasing local young talent and headlining Ellipsis. Burbage 
Live (Wednesday, 6th May) is another “must do” with live music at a choice of 
seven pubs and clubs in the village – and it’s free.  If you need a laugh, turn up at the 
Constitutional Club on Friday, 8th May, where a trio of comedians WILL make you 
chuckle.  A big finale that’s bound to swing is a 1940s Blitz Band night on Saturday, 
16th May, at St Catherine’s (dressing up encouraged). But we’re not going to give it all 
away. Grab a programme to get full information about what’s going on and for advance 
ticket purchases. Visit the group’s website at www.bcaf.net, call an info line at  
07876 216 872, or drop an email to info@bacf.net.
Burbage Parish Council supports and sponsors the Burbage Community Arts Festival.

COUNCIL and committee meetings at the 
Millennium Hall in Britannia Road in the weeks 
ahead are (6.30pm unless otherwise stated):

Monday, 13th April, Planning Committee 
followed by Parish Council (7.30pm).

Monday, 20th April, Finance and General 
Purposes Committee

Monday, 27th April, Planning Committee

Monday, 18th May, Parish Council AGM (7.30pm)

Wednesday, 20th May, Planning Committee

IS green bowling a game for you?

You’ll never know until you try sending down a few 
woods, which you can do at the Burbage Parish Council 
bowling green on Saturday, 11th April. Free first-season 
membership is again being offered to senior citizens who 
visit the pavilion off Bridge Road (10.00 to 4.00), to check 
out clubhouse facilities, get a feel for the green, meet 
other club members and receive some free coaching.  

So, will you play ball in Brookside?

Yours in sport: How we want to help 
you get the best from your game
WORKING parties form vital nuts and bolts in 
delivering local government services.
At Burbage Parish Council, it has long been the 
practice to split a 20-strong squad of elected 
councillors into smaller teams or task forces  – to 
investigate and define local needs, advance ideas and 
objectives, plan projects and oversee their delivery.
The Burbage council has just added a new one. The 
Sports Development WP has had its first couple of 
meetings and has been formed to support sports clubs 
in promoting and assisting sport of any kind played 
in the parish.  The council does, of course, own and 
administer several sites where a variety of activities 
are carried out, so keeping up to speed with what the 
sporting public needs is seen as a vital commitment.
Contact has already been made with representatives 

of soccer, cricket and other sports clubs and  more 
meetings are planned. Graham Chilvers, health and 
recreation manager at Hinckley & Bosworth BC, was 
a speaker at the last meeting. He has helped sporting 
organisations in Barwell acquire some excellent 
facilities. Adam Holyoake, football development 
manager with Leicestershire and Rutland County FA 
offered his expertise to Burbage clubs. Mr Holyoake 
has a wealth of experience in planning and developing 
facilities and applying for grant aid. There will 
be more hook-ups with the experts, with plenty of 
practical advice to hand. A Burbage Sports Forum 
will provide an opportunity for clubs to work together 
and function as an umbrella organisation. An initial 
Forum meeting is planned on 22nd April  (6.30pm, 
Millennium Hall).

Keen readers asked 
to put it into words
YOUR Parish Council has completed and 
submitted a stakeholder response to a 
questionnaire which, among other things, 
considers ways in which the mobile library 
service in the parish can be improved.
Getting plenty of the travelling library 
shelves into the village – at the right 
locations and at appropriate times – is going 
to be more important if Burbage loses its 
permanent branch library in Church Street. 
Your council, in its survey replies, has 
tried to emphasise the need for a visiting 
schedule that’s as frequent as possible, with 
vans stopping at points where there will be 
maximum use.  And it points out that the 
parish has a sizeable elderly population, a 
brigade of avid readers who get through a 
great many titles every month.

The Leicestershire County Council 
consultation on the future of the mobile 
library service is open to all residents. You 
can add you own comments as an individual 
and there’s still just a little time to get hold of 
a questionnaire, complete it and send it back 
before the response deadline of  8th April, 
2015. Quickest way is to go online at www.
leics.gov.uk/haveyoursay/mobilelibraries. 
Alternatively contact 0116 305 4699 or 
email: futurelibraries@leics.gov.uk to 
receive a copy, which can be returned by 
Freepost.


