
Burbage Parish Council Newsletter
What’s been 
happening here, then?
YES, it has seemed a long, quiet summer. But no, Burbage did not 
surrender totally to slumber – temperatures were too mundanely 
indifferent and skies too grey for that. Families may have been on holiday 
and, in the weeks between, the kids bored by the long break. But the 
community carried on doing things it had set out to do. So, a reminder of 
where we are at on two important issues:

Ongoing development of the Burbage Neighbourhood Plan saw specific 
areas suggested by your comments during consultation broken down 
into bite-sized portions. Rather than trying to assess the whole subject 
in one, teams of volunteers, tagged as theme groups, tackled this job as 
a simpler and more effective method. They have spent weeks looking at 
housing and heritage,  environment and open spaces, employment/retail/
commerce issues, community facilities and leisure/transport/highways

Thoughts on these key issues will now be taken further, so that 
appropriate ideas can be adopted and a wish-list for the future of Burbage 
drawn up. Your input is going to be needed again as the plan moves 
forward. It is likely, now that the theme groups are completing their work, 
that the planning consultant employed by the group will be asked to pull 
together the main ideas and suggest what further public consultation may 
now be necessary. There will certainly be further chances to have your 
say. How you can input your comments will be publicised in the parish 
council’s newsletter, on its website, and via Facebook and Twitter

And while we’re at it, here as well!
IT’S wait and see time on Burbage Library. A business plan that 
would keep it going,  formulated by Burbage Parish Council after 
it reconsidered its stance on taking up a role, has been submitted to 
Leicestershire County Council and a decision is awaited. Last year 
members decided NOT to submit an expression of interest in running the 
under-threat library branch in Church Street. But after re-examining the 
prospects of saving the  library as a valuable community space  - and, 
with your help,  checking the chances of forming a volunteer group to 
staff a service - the council decided to go ahead with proposals. We 
thank all residents who have been involved so far in helping the council 
to do that. We will keep you posted.  

Charity grants that can 
help your group give a 
hand to the deserving  
UNIFORMS for a brass band, pots 
and pans for Guide groups, social 
events for folk who don’t get out 
much. These are just a few of the 
worthy local causes that Burbage 
Parish Land Charity has been able to 
support in the past, awarding annual 
grants that may be small but which 
have a big impact for the people who 
benefit. In fact the community funding 
donations range from £25 up to £500 
– and that’s money that can make a 
significant difference to what Burbage 
groups can do to make a positive 
difference to the lives of people in 
the parish. This year’s handouts 
scheme is open for submissions, 
so if you would like to nominate a 
group that is active in the village, or 
an individual who lives here, please 
email to graham@grdconsultancy.
co.uk . Alternatively, send a letter 
to The Secretary, Burbage Parish 
Lands Charity, c/o 14 Norfolk Close, 
Burbage, Leics, LE10 2LE. State 
briefly why you are nominating this 
group or person and what difference 
a donation would make to them. 
Applications should be made by 31st 
October, 2015. Donations will be 
distributed to successful nominees 
by Christmas. Burbage Parish Land 
Charity is a registered charity and 
terms and conditions apply. Please 
obtain permission from the group or 
organisation before nominating them. 

In good hands: your council 
keeps a clean audit
EXTERNAL auditors have said we’re doing it right! Details of 
the clean report may not convey that much to you, but essentially 
it means the council’s finances, including your council tax, 
are being handled in a correct manner. The report confirmed 
the auditors’ opinion that the annual return provided was in 
accordance with proper practices and no matter had given cause 
for concern. Councillors at their recent meeting welcomed the 
report and thanked Principal Officer Julie Perrin for her work.

Parish council’s website in line 
for a facelift 
BURBAGE Parish Council has always been proud of its website 
. . . and the number of hits over the years shows the public finds it 
informative and useful. But in IT, nothing stands still for too long 
and it’s been decided the time is right for a re-design to give the 
pages a more modern form. Time-saving links to Facebook and 
Twitter sites will be incorporated. It’s a work in progress, so just 
watch this window. 

Caretaker Robert 
turns the key on 
Millennium Hall duties
GOODBYES have been said to long-
serving parish council employee Robert 
Hall-McNair, caretaker at the Millennium 
Hall for more than 14 years.  For almost the 
whole time the modern building has been 
in use, Robert has been a front-line face 
to thousands of hirers using the facilities, 
making sure they found the  Britannia 
Road venue in a clean and tidy condition , 
clearing away tables and chairs after their 
activities and making the premises secure.  
Now fitness fanatic Robert is off, with 
wife Nicki, to start a new phase of life in 
Scotland. The council offers Robert every 
best wish for the future and extends its 
thanks both for his work at the hall and in 
the wider Burbage community.

THE elected membership of Burbage Parish Council is:  
Sketchley: Stan Rooney (chairman), Mike Hall, Amanda Wright, Christopher Ashton. Lash 
Hill ward: Ann Hall, Howard Wilkins, Stuart Bray, Mark Nickerson, Anne Stevens. Stretton: 
Peter Morris, David Inman, Liz Rooney, David Coulson. Tilton: John Moore, Richard 
Flemming,  Lucie Hoelmer, Noel Robinson. St Catherine’s: Peter Wallace, Mary Sherwin, 
Andrew Clayton (vice chairman).  

COUNCIL and committee meetings at the Millennium Hall in Britannia Road  will in future (from September) start at 
7.30pm.  The rota of meetings is adopting the following schedule, though subject to change if there is a clash with Bank 
Holidays:  First Monday of month – Parish Council; second Monday, Planning Committee; third Monday, Finance & General 
Purposes committee; fourth Monday, Planning Committee. Meetings in the weeks ahead: Monday, 7th September, planning 
(6.30pm) followed by full Council; Monday, 14th September, Planning; Monday, 21st September, Finance and General 
Purposes; Monday, 28th September, Planning.

Sign up here if you love your 
sport and want more
KEEN on sport – especially when you can play it in Burbage? Then here’s a must date for your diary. 
Sport in Burbage, an organisation set up to consider the recreational needs of the area and the sporting 
dreams and ambitions of people who live in it, kicks off this month. The team behind the idea wants 
to establish, as an umbrella  organisation, what Burbage can currently offer the sporting community, 
what it will need in the future and how the facilities that people want can be provided. The emphasis will 
be on encouraging a community-led organisation to take responsibility for drawing up a wide-ranging 
concept of sports development. To kick-start the process Sport in Burbage will host an open afternoon 
at the Millennium Hall in Britannia Road (Saturday, 26th September, 14:30 to 18:00). All sporting clubs 
and organisations are being invited to send representatives, to show what they can already offer to the 
people of Burbage, what they would like to achieve, and to discuss the benefits of a collective approach. 
For further information, contact the Parish Office at the Millennium Hall, call 01455 637533, or email 
julie@burbage-council-co.uk


