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AND so, it’s over to you… 
with this major thought in mind: Our village  - our choice.
By the time you read this, a Very Important Pamphlet will have been 
delivered to thousands of households in Burbage, or will be dropping 
through letterboxes shortly.

It’s a questionnaire. Another one. And yes, the Plan4Burbage team 
responsible knows people are bombarded these days with requests to 
join surveys, supply feedback, make comments or provide suggestions 
and may be feeling weary of the customer research business.

The team shaping the Burbage Neighbourhood Plan, the blueprint that 
will help govern what happens to the place where you have chosen 
to  live/work/play,  might simply point out that this could be the most 
significant survey you have ever take part in. Your responses will 
influence what happens to your neighbourhood and your community. 
And that surely indicates  shouldering a responsibility for a future 
which extends to new Burbage generations.   

Why you should fill it in 
IT’S full steam ahead to move onwards with the community-
fashioned wish list.  So please get cracking on your answers, 
so we get your completed form back by the deadline of 31st 
January 2015. The Neighbourhood Development Plan, however, 
is a process that can’t and won’t be hurried and it is likely to be 
12 months or so before it is completed.
RETURNING your questionnaire online would make efficient 
analysis of responses easier. Do this at www.plan4burbage.org.uk 
Alternatively visit  www/surveymonkey.com/s/P4BHousehold
It’s appreciated not everyone has a PC, or the inclination to communicate 
in this way. That’s no problem – arrangements have been made to accept 
questionnaires at a variety of outlets in the village, including the Parish 
Office at the Millennium Hall. 

LOOKING for an added incentive? A draw into which all completed 
forms will be entered offers a  £100 first prize and £25 for a dozen 
runners-up (vouchers to be spent locally).

THE opportunity to become involved by joining the Plan4Burbage 
group remains open. Contact the parish Office for further information.  
Remember the future is in your communal hands!

the story so far…
AN EARLY feasibility study  
concluded Burbage was well  
placed to encourage a philosophy that 
embraces a community right to engage 
in neighbourhood planning.  Giving 
people a chance to be more involved in 
shaping their own environment has been 
adopted as a main plank in the exercise.

A GROUP of residents, local business 
people and parish councillors initially 
developed ideas for Burbage, reflecting 
the sentiment ‘‘Our village, our choice”  
Plan4Burbage was envisaged as a way of 
helping to shape where new homes, shops 
and offices should be built, with a say on 
what those new buildings should look like 
and an indication of what infrastructure 
should be provided. 

THE major ongoing task has been 
to work up a vision statement, 
encompassing what the group hopes to 
achieve. Areas covered include housing, 
employment, education, environment, 
health and social care, transport, leisure 
and recreation.

MAXIMUM public engagement was 
identified as a major target, even before 
the project was fully up and running. 
The team sought the public’s help and 
support as the scheme progressed, 
encouraging more residents to get actively 
involved. Publicity, briefings and open 
meetings followed. The most recent was 
a very well attended open night when 
residents demonstrated their eagerness 
for a hands-on role. There has also 
been a stakeholders’meeting, attended 
by business bosses, landowners and 
community groups keen to register their 
interests.

MARKER posts indicating the 
designated area of Burbage covered by 
the plan were set down early.  A map in 
the pamphlet shows the geographical 
area under the microscope.

TWO applications for grants to help 
finance the effort were successfully made 
to funding sources.  Burbage parish 
council allocated direct funding.

Neighbourhood Watch news takes on 
a brand new look for the New Year 
STARTING in the New Year, all your news and 
information from the Burbage Neighbourhood Watch 
scheme will be delivered through your letter-box in a 
fresh format. 
The NHW newsletter, full of sound advice, security tips, 
alerts to scams and fraud that can help keep you, your family, 
your home and possessions safe throughout 2015 is being 
incorporated in The Local Rock, the colourful community 
magazine used by Burbage Parish Council to keep local 
people in touch with what’s going on in the parish.
Starting in February, the NHW update will appear bi-
monthly as part of the popular centrespread bringing village 
topics to your attention. Delivery through The Local Rock 
will ensure NHW news reaches thousands of Burbage 
homes. December’s issue of the newsletter, previously 
distributed by street coordinators, will be the last produced 

in its current guise. Development 
officer Stuart Mottershaw is 
confident the new system, adopted 
by the parish council as hosts to the 
NHW set-up, will achieve better coverage following a dearth 
in volunteer recruitment. He said:  “It is a positive move 
forward that will ensure a much larger readership. And it 
doesn’t mean street coordinators are now redundant. NHW 
still relies on them as a point of contact in neighbourhoods 
and my role as NHW leader for Burbage won’t change 
– you can still contact me regarding any issues in your 
community.”
The NHW newsletter content  has always been available 
on the council’s website and this will continue. If you 
don’t receive your free copy of The Local Rock, issues are 
available at the Millennium Hall and many local shops.  

ElECtion of the full membership of Burbage Parish Council is due next spring. Polling in May will determine the 
make-up of the council - with 20 members representing the electorate in five wards of the parish, the Burbage PC 
is one of the country’s largest, reflecting its size and population.  There’ll be plenty for members to do in the years 
ahead, the opposite page giving a glimpse of that. If you are interested in putting forward nominations, speak to the 
council’s  Principal  Officer Julie Perrin.

Over to you:  
Burbage in 
your hands

Star attractions bring it on: It’s Christmas in the village
THE trees are up, the lights are twinkling and Christmas is up and running in 
the village. Burbage Shopping Evening started the countdown, when a new 
team of shop owners and business bosses representing Burbage Traders 
Association staged a family night out that offered an early opportunity to 
shoppers intent on tackling Christmas shopping lists. Tinsel time in  
Windsor Street and Church Street brought out big crowds of villagers  
and the  organisers earned compliments for behind-the-scenes graft  
that gave a kick-start to the festive feel-good season. Attractions  
included gaily decked street stalls, toddler funfair rides for excited  
little ones and lots of food and drink outlets. 
ARE you ready to greet Christmas with a traditional tune, but aren’t  
quite sure of all the words?  Fear not, say we, for your council  
has a song sheet of the well-loved carols that will fill the air in  
Church Street in Burbage on Friday, 19th December, at the open-air  
service and carol singing underneath the brightly glowing Coronation Tree 
(7pm start).  Go to the council’s website to print out a copy  
(they will also be available on the night). Join the crowd and get  
in the mood for the Christmas break – and don’t forget to  
have a pocketful of gold coins to fill those charity buckets!  
Road closures and waiting restrictions will be in force in the area.  


