
Burbage Parish Council Newsletter
Volunteers get themselves 
sorted as library suggestions 
begin to take shape in Burbage
VOLUNTEERS who have pledged to help retain a library service 
in Burbage have been getting to grips with the nitty gritty of 
doing it . . . and putting working plans in place.
As the story of a continued village library service unfolds, the team 
behind the rescue has been getting its head around how it will all 
work, who will do what and how they will achieve the aim of making 
sure library services survive, and thrive, in the parish.

Volunteers who had shown an enthusiastic response to getting 
involved learned more about the project at an informal meeting at the 
Millennium Hall. They met the new management committee, heard 
about progress so far and the future steps that need to be taken, and 
shared ideas about activities and facilities that could be provided. 
Many of those who were there had already identified areas where 
they believe they could help – from running story and homework 
clubs to serving café drinks. 

A business plan submitted by Burbage Parish Council, which decided 
to take a positive initiative towards saving the library as a valuable 
community asset, has been accepted by Leicestershire County 
Council which had threatened its closure.  The local team has been 
told it can go ahead and start planning its community library in 
detail.

Funding details, timing, management responsibilities, arrangements 
and the recruitment of volunteers are being examined before formal 
agreements to transfer the Church Street library to community 
management are drawn up.  

• HELP from sources throughout the county is being enlisted to 
help get the Burbage library up and running.  Burbage isn’t the only 
Leicestershire area where volunteers, determined that library services 
won’t be lost to local people, have got together and accepted the role 
of running a Community Managed Library. Helped by Voluntary 
Action LeicesterShire, several groups have already started to organise 
networking events, where ideas and views are being exchanged and 
advice passed on through get-togethers and workshops.  

YES, we know we’re not yet into  
December… and that lots of people feel that  

pre-Christmas razzmatazz starts way too early these 
days. But the Christmas clock IS ticking and as far as 
the festive calendar is concerned, it’s time to get down 
the dates of Burbage events you won’t want to miss.    

A date that traditionally signals the countdown  
has begun is the Burbage shopping evening. 

It’s on Friday, 27th November (from 4.30pm – 8pm), 
so wrap the family up in woolly scarves, gloves 
and hats to  head into Windsor Street and Church 
Street to see what the trade, business and church 
communities are up to this year. Mulled wine and 
mince pies, funfair rides and craft fayres. Do support 
the organisers . . . they work hard to ensure Burbage 
keeps its village shopping.

YOU know Christmas is close when festive 
lighting transforms Burbage. And when you can 

hear “angels” in Church Street, it’s just around the corner.  
Singing communal carols under a spectacularly-lit tree 
in the village centre has been described as an experience 
that’s inspiring, emotional and unmissable. Note the date for 
Carols Round the Tree:  Friday, 18th December (7.00pm).  
There’s always a big crowd, so do leave vehicles at home if 
you can - road closures, diversions and waiting restrictions 
will be in force on the night. 

BONFIRES and fireworks are fun events for 
families, best enjoyed at organised celebrations 
where public safety is paramount. So congratulations 

to the Burbage Carnival Committee on a successful Guy 
Fawkes event. Money raised from the night will benefit local 
organisations and charities.

THE elected membership of Burbage Parish Council is:  
Sketchley: Stan Rooney (chairman), Mike Hall, Amanda Wright,  
Christopher Ashton. Lash Hill ward: Ann Hall, Howard Wilkins, Stuart Bray, 
Mark Nickerson, Anne Stevens. Stretton: Peter Morris, David Inman,  
Liz Rooney, David Coulson. Tilton: John Moore, Richard Flemming,   
Lucie Hoelmer, Noel Robinson. St Catherine’s: Peter Wallace, Mary Sherwin, 
Andrew Clayton (vice chairman).  

MEMBERS of the public are always welcome at council and committee meetings, with an opportunity of asking questions or 
commenting on agenda items. All meetings are held at the Millennium Hall in Britannia Road, starting at 7.30pm,  and follow this rota 
(though subject to change if there is a clash with Bank Holidays):  First Monday of month – Parish Council; second Monday, Planning 
Committee; third Monday, Finance & General Purposes committee; fourth Monday, Planning Committee.
Meetings in the weeks ahead: Monday, 7th December, full Council; Monday, 14th December, Planning. Monday, 4th January, 2016,  
full Council; Monday, 11th January, Planning; Monday, 18th January, Finance and General Purposes; Monday, 25th January, Planning.

Just like Christmas, 
your wish list for 
Neighbourhood Plan 
ideas is getting closer
IT’S getting there  . . .  but this is a 
subject that won’t be hurried.
A very early draft of the Burbage 
Neighbourhood Plan is being prepared 
and will be presented to and discussed 
with members of Burbage Parish 
Council at its next meeting (Monday, 7th 
December, Millennium Hall, 7.30pm).
The team beavering away on a wish-list for 
the future of Burbage wants to stress that 
the story so far is in an embryonic state 
and won’t carry any statutory weight  until 
it is presented to Hinckley and Bosworth 
Borough Council, hopefully in the spring of 
next year.
What Burbage people can be sure of is 
that their comments, collected during the 
consultation process and now broken 
down into bite-sized portions, have come 
under close study by the  theme groups 
who  have spent weeks looking at housing 
and heritage,  environment and open 
spaces, employment/retail/commerce 
issues, community and leisure facilities, 
transport and highways
Ideas thought appropriate are being 
adopted and drawn up so that the planning 
consultant employed by the group can pull 
together the main suggestions and indicate 
what further public consultation may now 
be necessary. Chances to continue having 
your say will be publicised in the parish 
council’s newsletter, on its website, and via 
Facebook and Twitter

A village Poppy Day with the perfect backdrop
HEARTFELT thanks, as always, to all who helped 
Burbage honour the memory of those who gave their 
lives in armed conflicts, by joining the traditional 
village procession on Poppy Day and taking part in 
the open-air service.

Remembrance tributes at the war memorial in Church 
Street were as poignant as ever and the usual large 
crowd thronged the area. Our thanks to you for coming, 
to the officiating minister this year, the Rev Andrew 
D Hall, Rector of St Catherine’s Church, to the proud 
bearers of flags and standards, to Burbage Silver Band 
and to parade marshal Mr George Lines.

• THE memorial in Church Street, a well-loved 
landmark in the heart of Burbage, was in perfect 
order for the Remembrance Sunday tributes following 
refurbishment work. In a ceremony the day before, 

the Burbage Heritage Group had unveiled a new 
information board explaining the history of the site. The 
rose garden, surrounding the imposing figure of a WW1 
British soldier, has also been replanted.  When it was 
created, in 1921, benefactor and rose breeding expert 
Major Charles Chamberlain Hurst of Burbage Nurseries 
selected and planted a different rose species for each of 
the sons of Burbage who died in the conflict – more than 
50 of them, with another half dozen casualties added 
later.  Now the garden has been refreshed with 36 new 
David Austin roses and fittingly they include seven of 
the original varieties, still being bred a century later. 

• The rose replanting and installation of the interpretive 
board by the Burbage Heritage Group was made 
possible by funding which included a grant from 
Burbage Parish Council.


