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Circle of quiet lined up for Lychgate
WE like to think that the Lychgate Lane cemetery in 
Burbage is already a tranquil place, offering a peaceful 
environment for both visitors and loved ones whose remains 
rest there.  Every feature added over the years has been 
designed to enhance that ambience and now a new one is 
being planned. A “reflection circle” will provide a further 
quiet spot where people visiting graves at Lychgate Lane can 
stay awhile with their thoughts.

It’s hoped grant funding will help pay for the project, which 
will incorporate a water feature.  It will be centrally sited 
within the burial ground and constructed with access points 
that will make it particularly suited to visitors with mobility issues, who may find it more difficult to spend time at a 
graveside.  The imposing gates at the entrance to the cemetery are also due to be refurbished this year.   

Leaning towards 
a wider listing
IT all happens in Burbage . . . and don’t 
we know it at the Millennium Hall, 
where staff have become well-used to 
the idiosyncratic range of bookings 
made for the use of facilities offered by 
the parish council. It’s a lengthy list, but 
there’s a move to extend it further by 
adding a schedule of activities taking 
place across the parish. The council 
holds information for the Millennium 
Hall and other areas it controls, like 
sports fields and play spaces.

But we can see an opportunity to 
extend the activities list to many other 
venues and areas. If you would like 
information about activities you run in 
Burbage to be included, please make 
contact. You can write to the council’s 
Principal Officer Julie Perrin at the 
Millennium Hall, Britannia Road, 
Burbage, Leicestershire, LE10 2HF, 
send an email to julie@burbage-
council.co.uk, or speak to any member 
of staff on 01455 637533.

Next time: your 
Neighbourhood 
Watch letter
DON’T forget that next month’s 
Local Rock edition will be the first 
carrying your Neighbourhood Watch 
newsletter in its revised format.

The NHW update, offering 
security tips, safety advice, alerts 
to scams and fraud and Burbage 
policing news will be delivered 
through your letter-box from 
Tuesday, 17th February. The 
community magazine, used by 
Burbage Parish Council to let 
local people know what’s going 
on, will have its own bi-monthly 
centrespread that will ensure a 
much larger readership. NHW street 
coordinators will remain a vital 
point of neighbourhood contact 
for their locality. Coordinators, 
and any Burbage resident, can still 
contact the NHW 
officer, Stuart 
Mottershaw 
to discuss 
all safety 
and 
security 
issues in the 
community.

Tax call 
unchanged for 
another year
AS purse strings pull tighter and 
austerity measures continue to bite, 
Burbage Parish Council WON’T 
be deepening winter’s chill with an 
increase in its annual precept.

At their budget-setting meeting, 
members agreed on another zero 
increase, which means that on 
April’s council tax bill, the portion 
that pays for services provided 
by the Burbage council will be 
unaltered from last year.

The good news for household 
taxpayers comes despite the 
withdrawal of £30,000 in 
government new homes bonus 
allocation.

There will be an increase in 
fees and charges applied by the 
Burbage council for the various 
facilities it provides.

COUNCIL and committee meetings at the Millennium Hall in Britannia Road 
in the weeks ahead are (6.30pm unless otherwise stated): Monday, 9th February, 
Finance and General Purposes Committee; Monday, 16th February, Planning 
Committee. Monday, 2nd March, Planning Committee followed by Parish Council 
(7.30pm); Monday, 9th March, Finance and General Purposes Committee; Monday, 
16th March, Planning Committee; Monday, 30th March, Annual Parish Meeting.

WELL thank you all very much.
The Plan for Burbage team, sounding out the future 
shape and development of the parish, wanted to hear 
a community voice. And it came over loud and clear.
A deadline ending one of the most important 
consultations affecting Burbage for years has now passed 
and everything is in place for an analysis of what YOU 
think should be the way ahead.
More than 1000 replies were received after a 
questionnaire was delivered to households, seeking 
answers to what the Burbage Neighbourhood Plan 
should contain. Thanks are extended to everyone who 
responded.
From the outset, giving people a chance to be more 
involved in shaping their own environment was a main 
plank of the development plan idea. To encourage a 
philosophy embracing a community’s right to engage 
in neighbourhood planning made maximum public 
engagement a prime aim.  
There is still much work to be done to progress the plan 
and the organising team is particularly grateful to those 
form-fillers who indicated a willingness to offer further 
help. Once an initial analysis has been carried out the 
team will contact volunteers, if they have not already 
been in touch.
So, what you want to know, of course, is: What actually 
happens next?
Basically, the next stage in the development of the 
Burbage Neighbourhood Plan is to break down the 
content of what needs to be looked at into bite-sized 
portions, taking into consideration all the points you 
have raised.  It’s thought that getting smaller groups of 
volunteers to do this will be easier and more effective 
than trying to assess the whole subject in one.

To tackle this, the aim is to formulate a series 
of theme groups and initial analysis suggests 
there should be five of them. A more detailed 
examination of the consultation by these groups 
would look at these specific areas:
 1) Housing/heritage
 2) Environment/open spaces
 3) Employment/retail/commerce issues
 4) Community facilities and leisure
 5) Transport/highways
The theme groups will be tasked with developing 
thoughts on these key issues, to enable the 
development of appropriate ideas and draw 
up a wish-list for the future of Burbage. These 
will be the sort of questions they will be asking 
and hopefully, with the help of your responses, 
answering:
	 		•		What	open	spaces	in	and	around	Burbage	

need to be protected?
	 		•		What	are	the	retail	and	commercial	needs	

of the area?
	 		•		What	sort	of	housing	does	the	parish	need	

and where should it be built?
	 		•		What	facilities	need	to	be	protected,	or	

provided if they don’t at the moment exist?
	 		•		What	heritage	aspects	should	be	specially	

guarded?
As the plan progresses, there will be further 
chances to have your say. How you can input your 
comments and ideas will be publicised in the 
parish council’s newsletter,  
on its website, and via  
Facebook and Twitter

• THE annual parish meeting next month provides a special and dedicated opportunity to 
catch up on what’s happening around Burbage neighbourhoods and is the opportunity to fire 
off any enquiries to council members about issues that concern you. It’s on Monday, 30th 
March, starting at 6.30pm at the Millennium Hall. Parishioners can hear what the council has 
been doing on their behalf over the past 12 months and find out what’s in the pipeline.

Your replies are appreciated . . . 
and now the real work can begin


