
We’d like to see you doing the Charleston
DO you wanna dance?
Specifically, would you like to dance the Charleston 
- in the street, showing off your steps with scores of 
others in front of family, friends and neighbours?

We think you dare . . . we hope so . . . and we WILL 
get you on your toes and heels at the Windsor Street 
party, which will have a 1920s theme with everyone 
invited to dress the part.

In 1926, the year the future Queen Elizabeth was born, 
the Charleston was THE dance to do and to be seen 
doing. It was all the rage . . . and has stayed in popular fashion right to this day.

If you were glued to the last “Strictly” series (and audience figures massively 
show that you were) you might agree it was the best ever. As to the most 
popular routines, after watching jaw-dropping performances by Jay and 
Aliona, Helen and Aljaz and Georgia and Giovanni, who wouldn’t argue that 
the ultimate accolade had to go to the Charleston?  Above all it’s a fun dance. 
Good to watch, even better to have a fling at it yourself.  So to add to the gaiety 
on 12th June, there will be a Charleston dancing competition. After all, for a 
knees-up party piece you need a knees-up dance!  

There will be a demonstration by experienced Charleston dancers first. Then 
we will invite contestants to strut their stuff  in an elimination knockout.

THREE attractive new benches have added a finishing 
touch to one of the areas of remembrance at the Lychgate 
Lane cemetery in Burbage. They have been installed 
near to the “reflection circle,” where a water feature is the 
centrepiece of a newly landscaped area constructed with 
access points  designed to help visitors with  mobility 
issues, who may find it difficult to spend time at a graveside. 
There is room for two commemorative plaques on each 
of the three benches and families interested in taking the 
opportunity to remember loved ones can get details, about 
any form of plaques in use at the cemetery, from the Parish 
Office. Visitors will see hedge-cutting operations taking 
place throughout the cemetery at the moment.  Work on 
reducing the height of internal hedges , prior to the bird 
nesting season and part of an ongoing programme, was 
identified as an urgent project to improve personal and 
vehicle security, following a number of break-ins  in the car 
park.

HOUSEHOLDERS who came up with plenty of ideas 
when they were asked how Burbage should shape up 
to the future have had their first look at the way in which 
their comments have been interpreted and translated into 
a draft Neighbourhood Plan. The outcome of months 
spent analysing answers to questions about housing, 
the environment, the community, transport, business 
and employment ambitions, went on show at a well-
attended public consultation event at the Millennium Hall. 
The blueprint, in outline form, is ready to go forward for 
statutory stakeholder consultation before being submitted 
to Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council. After that, the 
final Neighbourhood Plan will be subject to independent 
examination. The last stage is a public referendum.  Having 
been given a voice throughout the process of finding out 
what Burbage wants, all residents of the parish on the 
electoral role will be able to deliver a personal verdict before 
final approval.

VOLUNTEER litter pickers are being invited to join clean-up 
efforts to get the country into a tidier  shape for the Queen’s 
90th birthday year. Two events in the Burbage area are 
planned in the right royal clean-up, which will see community 
groups, businesses, schools and councils working together 
for a better-looking Britain. Burbage Common is the target 
on Sunday, 28th February (meet Acorns Coffee Shop, 
10.00). When a community squad tackled the popular area 
last autumn they found plenty to do, filling a dozen large 
litter sacks. Disappointingly they had to collect bagged dog 
waste -more than 20 bags had been tossed to the ground 
only yards from a bin.  On Sunday, 5th March, the focus is 
on Burbage village areas (meet Sketchley Grange car park, 
10.00).  The clean neighbourhood team at Hinckley and 
Bosworth Borough Council will supply litter grabbers, bags, 
gloves and high-vis vests.
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Party time is here again… Burbage plans mid-summer 
celebration to wish the Queen a happy birthday 
FAMOUS for its community celebrations, fun-
loving Burbage is getting back into street party 
mood and mode.

After a gap of a few years, the village that knows how 
to have a good time is preparing to do it all again, by 
laying out table plans for a street party to celebrate the 
90th birthday of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. 

Nobody does street parties better. Past triumphs 
by Burbage Parish Council, which organises and 
marshals the efforts, include a wonderful  VE Day 
65th anniversary party and a memorably splendid 
2012 celebration of the Sovereign’s Diamond Jubilee 
– events that had Windsor Street and Church Street 
buzzing.

A sunshine knees-up, timed for the mid-June weekend 
that marks the Monarch’s “Official Birthday”, is the 

target of the 2016 birthday bash in Burbage. It will 
go ahead on 12th June and it will be in aptly-named 
Windsor Street, rather than Church Street as first 
announced. 

Twenty-four hours earlier central London will be 
awash with colourful tradition, as world and national 
dignitaries join thousands of ordinary British subjects 
to watch a spectacular Trooping the Colour. Burbage 
will stand a little  less on ceremony on the Sunday of 
this flag-waving weekend, as it raises its own toast to 
the country’s longest reigning monarch. The homely 
approach will see family groups and friends sitting 
down with their picnic hampers at pre-booked tables 
in Windsor Street, with fun events throughout the 
afternoon and early evening. 

There will be fair rides for the young folk, children’s 

races, food and drink stalls, fancy dress, music and 
dancing on a 1920s theme, competitions and a variety 
of entertainment spots. Get the date into your diary, 
start spreading the news and keep an eye on newsletter 
issues for further details, including how to book your 
party table for the 12th June jolly. 

Hunt for a birthday 
girl aged 90
THE search is on in Burbage 
for ladies of a certain age.

Burbage Parish Council is 
looking for anyone living in the 
parish who, like Queen Elizabeth II, is 
90 this year. As part of its street party to 
mark the monarch’s milestone, it wants 
anyone who arrived into the same era 
as Her Majesty to join the community 
celebrations.

Now we appreciate that finding 
someone living in Burbage who can 
exactly match the Queen’s birthdate of 
21st April, 1926, is very much a long 
shot.

Incidentally, the spring date is her real 
and natural birthday. But the Queen 
enjoys TWO birthdays. What is tagged 
as her “official birthday” is nominally 
a Saturday in June when an event 

known as the Birthday Parade, 
or Trooping the Colour, is 
staged around the monarch’s 
Buckingham Palace home. That 
traditional royal practice stems 
from the hope for fine weather 
(the better to stage a spectacular 

celebratory event the public can enjoy) 
when the Sovereign’s actual birthday 
doesn’t fall in the summer months. 

That’s on 11th June this summer – 24 
hours before Burbage families will 
gather under the bunting in Windsor 
Street to say “Happy Birthday” to the 
Queen in their own unique way. 

What the parish council wants to do is 
to widen its search for some very special 
party guests by seeking nominations on 
behalf of ANY lady living in Burbage 
who has celebrated, or will celebrate, 
her 90th birthday in 2016. If you have a 
great-gran who qualifies, or know of any 
person who does, please let us know. 


