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   Big bloomers: Burbage’s ambition    Carollers in tune with Christmas 

 

    

BURBAGE PARISH COUNCIL  
NEWS LETTER 

WELL done if your poinsettia is still sitting pretty. But if  it’s morphing into mulch as we speak, don’t 

worry. In Burbage, community gardeners are looking beyond the short term to a Britain in Bloom entry.  
Backed by the Royal Horticultural Society, it is one of the longest-running environmental programmes in Europe, 

involving hundreds of UK communities. The RHS wants to widen its scope in 2012 and encourage local schemes that 
make a direct, positive impact on people and the places where they live and work.  

With a good base to build on, Burbage is keen to expand its initiatives. RHS advisers say it’s best to approach the 

competition as a long-term, on-going project and an action plan drawn up by the group will  work on the basis of 
improving what  is already has. Because of its size, the parish will be entered in the “town” category and  judging will 

take into account a full year of activities. 

While 50 per cent of marks are awarded for planting displays everyone can see,  25 per cent are scored for community 
participation (things like communal gardens, school clubs and schemes adopted by local organisations). Another 25 per 

cent goes to environmental responsibility (it includes conservation areas, wildlife preservation, litter and waste 

management). Burbage already boasts many of the features the judges are looking for (while in town the RHS 
representatives were well impressed by the Horsepool  decorations and the illuminated tree near St Catherine’s). So the 

group didn’t take long to decide that the ethos of the competition was just the ticket for Burbage and a way to continue 

improving visual surroundings and community involvement. After the 2012 judging, it will find out in more detail what 
the parish needs to do to make progress year on year. 

If you want to support the initiative and get involved, the next group meeting is on Thursday, 23rd February (Chequers 

Inn, 7.00pm). On Saturday, 3rd March, a fund-raising stall at the  Burbage Farmers Market will offer plants, seeds, 
cuttings etc. and any offers of pots, baskets and other containers  will be welcome. 

THEY may not, perhaps, all have had the voices of angels. 
But the people of Burbage, who heralded Christmas in a time-

honoured way in the village, demonstrated  hearts of gold to 

raise more than £800 for the charity appeal of the Mayor of 
Hinckley. They gathered underneath the much-loved illuminated 

tree near St Catherine’s Church, enjoyed an open-air service, 

sang merrily  - and raised bucketfuls of money. The moment that 
signalled Christmas had arrived in Burbage was as magical as 

ever and the parish council expresses its thanks to all who 

contributed.               

Tax bills in Burbage – we won’t be asking you for more 
HOUSEHOLDS feeling winter’s chill won’t be hit with bigger council tax bills, after the parish council agreed a 

zero increase to meet the annual precept. At its budget-setting meeting, members decided on a demand unchanged 

from last year, when it was also pegged to 0 per cent. That is welcome news for parish taxpayers, as post-Christmas 

bills hit the doormat and the economy remains subdued. It means that on the April invoice, the portion that pays 

for services provided by the Burbage council will be unaltered from last year - a parish levy that works out at 

£54.50 per annum for a Band D household. Chairman Richard Flemming said: “In the continuing chilly economic 

climate we decided any increase was inappropriate. We are very happy to tell Burbage people we will continue 

providing services and facilities without asking for more.” 

Come up and see us some time, we’re here to help 
THE parish office inside the front entrance to the Millennium Hall in Britannia Road is open to the public Monday to 

Friday,  9.00am to 12.00 noon. Call in to talk to a council staff member, raise enquiries, make bookings etc. You can 

telephone the Principal Officer Julie Perrin on 01455 637533, or send an e-mail to julie@burbage-council.co.uk.  To find 
out what’s under consideration and access useful information, go to our website at www.burbage-council.co.uk . 

 

SURGERIES  at which you can speak to your council members are to revert to a 7.00 to 7.30pm slot immediately 

before full council meetings (normally first Monday of the month). Meetings ahead (7.30pm unless otherwise 

stated, at the Millennium Hall) are as follows:  Monday, 6th February, Planning Committee 6.30pm, followed by 

Parish Council; Monday, 13th February, Finance and General Purposes Committee; Monday, 20th February, 

Planning Committee.  Monday, 5th March, Planning Committee 6.30pm, followed by Parish Council; Monday, 

12th March, Finance and General Purposes Committee; Monday, 19th March, Planning Committee; Monday, 

26th March, Annual Parish Meeting.  

Need a hand to dump that harmful habit? Drop in here 
IF quitting smoking was a 2012 resolution,  now could be a testing time as the New Year resolve starts to waver.  Smokers 

don’t need telling how incredibly hard it is to stop. They do need support and encouragement and that’s being provided at 
a weekly drop-in at the Millennium Hall in Britannia Road at Burbage, where Burbage Parish Council is working in 

partnership with the Leicestershire NHS Trust to promote a help scheme. The  sessions are designed to help make 

dumping the harmful habit as easy as possible - the NHS says smokers are four times more likely to succeed if they take 
advantage of its help. Trained advisers are on hand to offer specialist information and advice on therapy and medication, 

including prescription.  

There’s no need to book or register,  just turn up at the Burbage hall (Thursdays, 5.00pm to 7.00pm).                                                                                    

Got a new bike? Parking is around the corner 
IF you had some new wheels for Christmas (just two them, we’re talking pushbikes here and not just the 

toddler or teenage variety either) then  join the club.  
More grown-ups are picking the option of pedal power as a convenient and more environmentally friendly means of  
transport, whether it’s for getting out to the shops or reaching amenity spaces. Having got there, however, you do need 

somewhere to park and lock up your wheels safely and securely, since shops aren’t too keen on bikes propped against 

windows and playing fields and parks don’t always have  suitable railings handy. 
What’s needed are proper bike stands - and Burbage is getting them. The first rack has already been installed by 

Burbage Parish Council at the Britannia Fields playing field site behind the Millennium Hall in Britannia Road. 

Leicester County Council is to provide other stands and these will be sited at Brookside, Atkins Way, Wolvey Road and 
Burbage library. Get yourself a chain and padlock and use the cycle racks to keep your machine safe and the area tidy.   

Essential information that lives in the household fridge 
WHAT’S lurking in your fridge? Nothing still lingering from Christmas, one hopes. What could be there is a little 

canister that might save lives. The Emergency Information Scheme being unrolled in Burbage (it has been successfully 
launched in other parts of Leicestershire) relies on essential information being quickly available to police, fire or 

ambulance personnel who need to enter a home in an emergency situation. Inside the tub is a simple form giving details 

of the residents, their relatives, carers, friends, medication, special needs. ID pictures can be included. Now, the fridge 
may not be the first place you would look for that sort of information – but if the 999 teams know that’s the place to 

look (and they do) it makes good sense. Labels inside the front door of the property and on the fridge door signify a 

property that has joined the scheme. This simple and effective scheme is being launched in Burbage by  Neighbourhood 
Watch, a service which is provided by your Parish Council.  

Visit www.leicestershirevillages.com/burbage/neighbourhoodwatch.html for details.          


