
Burbage Parish Council Newsletter

ELEGANT and unusual, it is made of polished  
granite, has eight sides and stands 6ft tall.  
It is called a columbarium.                                                                                                                  
The focal point of the newest resting place at  Burbage 
Cemetery is much admired by visitors to the parish 
burial ground in Lychgate Lane.  But the parish 
council is anxious that relatives and mourners, looking 
for a place where the remains of loved ones can rest 
peacefully, shouldn’t regard it as purely a decorative 
sculpture.

A columbarium, strictly speaking, is a structure with 
niches or recesses where ashes can be deposited (the 
word’s Latin origins derive from a dovecote). The 
Burbage example isn’t like that, though it is central 
to an area where cremation ashes can be scattered.  
Instead of niches the octagonal pillar has room on 
its sides for 80 plaques, where memorial tributes can 
remember those at peace among roses from the David 
Austin nursery which surround it.  Ground-level 

plaques aren’t permitted here, only fresh flowers laid 
without any container. These can easily be tidied up 
when blooms have faded, leaving the rose planting 
clear for visitors to enjoy. Families who may be 
interested can obtain further details from the Parish 
Office or from funeral directors.

•  Tenders are being invited for grounds maintenance 
contracts for the Burbage Cemetery and for St 
Catherine’s churchyard in the village centre. Tender 
forms, schedules and supporting information can be 
found on the Burbage Parish Council website.

•  BACK at the helm of grounds maintenance 
operations for the council, supervisor Stuart 
Mottershaw wants to thank the many well-wishers 
who have passed on messages of support during his 
recuperation from a serious health condition earlier 
this year. Back in his full-time role, Stuart is busy 
playing catch-up but hopes to speak to all friends and 
contacts in due course.

Howzat? Burbage CC’s fun- 
filled day is a six-hit success
WELL done to all at Burbage Cricket 
Club, who staged a late summer event 
on the Hinckley Road recreation ground 
where the club is based and raised a 
staggering amount for charity – by 
laying on a day of entertainment for the 
community at the end of the holidays.  
The parish council gave the club free use 
of the field for the day and the cricketers 
turned it into a fun palace that attracted a 
generous family crowd. The result was that 
a handsome £3,159 will now be distributed 
between two charities. How was that?

•  SITTING volleyball, audio basketball, 
throwing the bean bag? Yes they can 
do all of those at the Moat House care 
home in Burbage . . . and in a pretty nifty 
manner. Congratulations to the residents 
and staff of the New Road establishment, 
who took on six other Leicestershire 
homes in the county’s first Twilight 
Games and emerged as champions. 
Manager Nicky Hall said: “They gave it 
their all. It was almost like they had won 
the Olympics.”

THE Burbage Parish Council’s new website, reshaped a little 
while ago, is gathering stature and popularity. 
Our WHAT’S ON section. Here, you can find out what activities are 
taking place, day-to- day, at the Millennium Hall in Britannia Road. 
You’d be surprised at the variety of happenings at this ever-busy 
venue. But entries are not restricted to hall events – in this space you 
can enter and promote details of ANY activities in Burbage parish. 
Our SUGGESTION BOX. The place where you can put forward 
wish-lists, with ideas for projects and improvements you believe 
would benefit the Burbage community. One very positive suggestion 
put forward is for a new form of warning sign to combat the menace 
of litter dropping and dog-fouling. A Burbage resident passed on 
details of an initiative taken up by Keep Britain Tidy that employs 
some subtle psychology, by using signs that say “We’re Watching 
You.” It was agreed to order 10 signs and trial their use.

Time to remember: get these dates into your diary
THE Autumn Equinox is here and  Christmas cards are 
in the shops . . . so it’s not too early to start jotting some 
important Burbage dates on your calendar.
This year’s Remembrance Sunday parade and open air 
service will be on 13th November, when Burbage Parish 
Council and Hinckley and District Royal British Legion will 
again join forces to organise the traditional procession from 
Grove Road Infant School (10.30am). Standard bearers and 
village groups will head to the landmark War Memorial in 
Church Street for the open air service (10.45am), a poignant 
event always attended by a large congregation paying tribute 
to those who gave their lives in armed conflict.

On Friday, 16th December, the focal point moves 
a few yards further into Church Street where 
Carols Round the Tree will be celebrated under 
the brilliantly-lit Coronation Tree. The community 
carolling (7.00pm start) has become one of the 
most popular and delightful ways of heralding 
Christmas festivities and another big crowd is 
certain. 
•  For both events, road closure orders will be in 

force to control traffic movement, along with 
some waiting restrictions in nearby streets.  
Details will be issued nearer the time.

THE elected membership of Burbage Parish Council is:  
Sketchley: Stan Rooney (chairman), Mike Hall, Amanda Wright, Christopher Ashton. 
Lash Hill: Ann Hall, Howard Wilkins, Stuart Bray, Mark Nickerson, Anne Stevens. 
Stretton: Peter Morris, David Inman, Liz Rooney, Keith Lynch. Tilton: John Moore, 
Richard Flemming,  Lucie Hoelmer, Noel Robinson. St Catherine’s: Peter Wallace, 
Mary Sherwin, Andrew Clayton (vice chairman).  

COUNCIL and committee meetings at the Millennium Hall in Britannia Road normally start at 7.30pm and follow this 
rota, subject to change if clashing with Bank Holidays:  First Monday of month – Parish Council; second Monday, Planning 
Committee; third Monday, Finance & General Purposes Committee; fourth Monday, Planning Committee.  Meetings in the 
weeks ahead:   Monday, 5th September, Parish Council; Monday, 12th September, Planning Committee;  Monday, 19th September, 
Finance and General Purposes Committee;  Monday, 26th September,  Planning.   Monday, 3rd October, Parish Council; Monday, 
10th October, Planning; Monday, 17th October, Finance and General Purposes; Monday, 24th October, Planning.  

An elegant way to remember a loved one

Six feet is enough respect for any hedge
UNKEMPT hedges and scruffy shrubbery are items that frequently head complaints reaching the ears of 
Burbage Parish Council. The criticism comes from residents who care about the way their environment looks 
– and they’re not wrong; nothing spoils the appearance of a neighbourhood more effectively than hedges 
allowed to straggle in undesired directions or planting that escalates into jungle thuggery. 

The council wants to do something about it and is proposing a programme of standardisation paying closer 
attention to maintenance. It would see all boundary hedges (on land that is the council’s responsibility, such 
as recreation grounds) kept to a maximum height of 6ft. Any internal shrubbery, as in open amenity spaces, 
would be restricted to a height of 4ft. It’s hoped that while taking some time to implement, the regime when 
complete would considerably reduce maintenance time.

SOUNDS like a paradox, but sections of perimeter boundary on two maintained recreation grounds in 
Burbage WILL be allowed to do their own wild thing.  Feedback shows that the trial of creating bio-diversity 
strips at Britannia Road and Brookside has on the whole received a positive reception from residents, who 
have appreciated a helpful addition to ecology improvement efforts.  The idea, put forward by a villager 
through our Suggestions Box, means leaving the strips unmown and untreated, providing  small creatures 
a safe corridor to move from area to area.  Leaving a swathe of uncut undergrowth may also help native 
wildflowers to flourish. The plan is to continue trialling the strips next year, adding some additional sites.
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