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THERE’S a tranquil ambience around the  
War Memorial in Burbage that adds much to the 
poignancy of Remembrance Day in the village.                                                               
People who gather at the small, gated garden off 
Church Street pay their respects at a memorial that’s 
one of the finest in the country. A striking-looking 
infantryman stands life-sized, tall and erect, rifle 
reversed, head bowed under a high cap. The Burbage 
“Tommy”, who wears a small moustache typical of the 
World War 1 period, catches and commands the eye 
of anyone approaching the heart of the village. He has 
been there since 1921, when public subscription raised 
sufficient funds to provide a memorial that would say 
thank-you to the lads who had helped to preserve a way 
of life and protect the future. Hundreds of cities, towns 
and villages the length and breadth of the country 
were doing the same thing in the aftermath of war and 
Burbage wasn’t to be left out.                  

A worthy committee organised the funding (reports 
estimate a cost varying from £400 to £860) and looked 
for a site, though an original choice in St Catherine’s 
churchyard wasn’t universally popular. It seems the 
Burbage memorial is sited where it is because the local 
Co-operative Society, whose members had contributed 
£100, insisted it should be so. The Co-op store, of 
course, was almost opposite, remaining there until 
fairly recently. All ended happily, with the village 
green location acknowledged as an appropriate and 
attractive site. The reaction was enthusiastic when it 
was unveiled on 26th February, 1921 by Lieutenant 
Colonel C H Jones, CMG, the popular and gallant 
commander of the 5th Leicesters.  Critics of the day 
described it as “strikingly beautiful”.  One proclaimed 
that “a more exquisite piece of work is probably not to 
be found in the whole of Leicestershire”. It is known 
that the white Carrara marble was procured from Sicily 
(Italy) by Frank Watts Ltd of Bishop Gate, London 
and that the 14ft tall monument was commissioned 
and installed by Selina Lord of T S Lord and Sons, 
Painters, Decorators and Plumbers.  What we can’t 
identify, for certain, are the hands through which this 
fine sculpture was produced. Who carved the Burbage 
soldier?

No record has ever been found, though there is one 
major clue to be found, a couple of rural counties 

away. In Lincolnshire there exists in the village 
of Metheringham an almost identical memorial.  
Frederick William Baldock,  a mason from that area, 
produced it and experts say the two statues are so alike 
it’s almost certain the same craftsman was responsible.  
The Burbage memorial, dedicated at the unveiling by 
the Rev D H Pughe, was planted with specially chosen 
roses provided by Major C C Hurst – a tradition with a 
local horticultural link that has been preserved through 
refurbishing schemes.  The names of 54 casualties 
originally inscribed were later added to by those of six 
soldiers who died, as a result of the hostilities, after 
World War I had ended. It was a total twice the toll 
among Burbage families from World War II, a conflict 
equally horrendous though less costly in human lives. 
It may also illustrate the willingness, from 1914 on, 
of the young men of the era to take up arms to defend 
their country and all it stood for.  Some of  those listed 
on the Burbage roll of honour were teenagers; many 
had yet to reach their 21st birthdays. A hundred years 
or so has  now passed since most of them perished. 
But Burbage, as it always does, will honour them on 
Remembrance Sunday with pride as well as sadness.

•  Newsletter is indebted to the Burbage Heritage 
Group, whose archived research  provided the 
historical background notes to this feature.
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The Burbage “Tommy” 
who silently says it all 

How to safely see your way 
through the dark ages
THOSE dark nights are here . . . it’s official. You may dislike them, you 
might hate them. A few people actually love them, including, of course, 
burglars. Police, who view the seasonal change with resigned equanimity 
because they know burglary rates will show an inevitable rise, step up their 
efforts to help householders avoid being victims of break-ins.

Within the Leicestershire force, the Community Engagement team has been 
busy reactivating its darker nights campaign, an annual initiative designed to 
reassure householders that they CAN fight back against intruders who seek 
to rob them. Their #lockuplightup campaign includes a poster with a tick list 
of simple things everyone can do to deter thieves and keep people and their 
property safe through the dark months ahead.

•  Keep doors and windows locked 
at all times, even if you go 
upstairs or pop into the garden.

•  Lock doors behind you, 
removing the key from the lock.

•  Keep valuables, bags, cash and 
keys in a safe and out-of-sight 
location.

•  Don’t leave evidence of 
expensive items outside: bin or 
recycle the packaging.

•  Install security lighting and a visible 
alarm system.

•  Use automatic timers to switch on lights 
that will make the home look occupied.

•  Prevent easy access to the back and 
sides of your home with locked gates or 
fencing.

•  Don’t advertise through social media 
messages the fact that you are away.

•  Ask a neighbour or relative to collect post/
open and close windows.

Burbage, as 
ever, gets ready 
to remember
BURBAGE will pay tribute 
to those who gave their 
lives in armed conflict at 
this year’s Remembrance 
Sunday parade and open air 
service on 13th November.                                   
The simple and sincere act 
of homage will see Burbage 
Parish Council and Hinckley 
and District Royal British 
Legion joining forces for the 
traditional procession from 
Grove Road Infant School 
(10.30am). Standard bearers 
and village groups will head 
to the striking War Memorial 
in Church Street for the open 
air service (10.45am), an event 
always attended by a large 
congregation.  The Rev Dr 
Anthony Thacker, Burbage 
Congregational Church, will be 
the officiating minister.

Road closure orders operating 
on 13th November will 
prohibit all traffic movement 
in Hinckley Rd (Woodland Av 
to Church St), Church Street 
(Hinckley Rd to Windsor St), 
Grove Road (Twycross Rd 
to Church St) and New Road 
(Church St to Grove Rd) 
between 10.00 and 12.00.

No waiting zones will apply 
in Forresters Road (Hinckley 
Rd to Sunnyhill South), 
Woodland Avenue (Hinckley 
Rd to Pickering Place), Grove 
Road (Twycross Rd to Church 
St), New Road (Church St to 
Grove Rd) and Church Street 
(Pilgrims Gate to New Rd). 

Christmas under threat? 
You cannot be serious!

CONTRARY to what you may have read, somewhere, 
Christmas in Burbage is NOT cancelled.  

Oh no, very definitely not!
Christmas trees for the village streets are on order, festive lighting 
displays are being checked over (you wouldn’t believe the number 
of bulbs involved) and before too long, Burbage will de decked out 

and ready to greet the goodwill season as enthusiastically as it 
always does.

The focal point, on Friday, 16th December, will be the brilliantly-
lit Coronation Tree in Church Street, where the surest sign that 

Christmas is coming will be Carols Round the Tree. The community 
carolling (7.00pm start) is great fun and has become a delightful 
way of heralding Christmas festivities, with a big crowd certain. 

• Road closure orders will also be in force to control traffic 
movement at this event, with waiting restrictions in nearby streets.   

Details nearer the time.


