
Burbage Parish Council Newsletter

THE faithful will need no bidding. But if you have 
never been among the crowd that throngs the village 
to offer a Burbage welcome to Christmas, join the 
magical celebration this year.

Community carolling underneath the spectacularly-lit 
Coronation Tree in Church Street is the surest sign that 
Christmas is close. The open-air service and singing, 
one of the year’s top village events, is on Friday, 16th 
December. Carols Round the Tree starts at 7.00pm  – 
come early and leave the car at home. 

Road closure orders to control traffic movement will 
apply to Hinckley Road from Woodland Avenue to 
Church Street, Church Street from Hinckley Road 
to New Road and Grove Road from Church Street to 
Grove Park. Please note that closure orders apply to 
residents and visitors and no vehicular movements will 
be permitted in this area between 6.00pm and 9.00pm, 
so it’s essential that if the use of a vehicle is required 
during that time, it is removed beforehand.

There will be waiting restrictions in nearby side 
streets between 6.00pm and 9.00pm, in Woodland 
Avenue from Hinckley Road to Pickering Place and 
in Forresters Road from Hinckley Road to Sunnyhill 
South. 

Diversions will be in place and your co-operation and 
patience is asked for.  Burbage  

Parish Council hopes no-one will be too badly 
inconvenienced - we will do our utmost to keep 
problems to a minimum and your help in this matter is 
greatly appreciated. 

•  Fear not if you’re worried you can’t remember 
your Noels. Song sheets will be available on 16th 
December. And do remember that this delightful 
way of heralding Christmas festivities gives an 
opportunity to donate to local charities at Christmas-
time. As well as having a lot of fun, the big crowd 
that is always drawn to Carols Round the Tree fills 
collection buckets handsomely. 

•  SEVERAL village groups have already staged events 
setting the mood. At the Burbage Community Library 
there was story-telling, choral entertainment, craft, gift 
and cake stalls . . . all providing ample evidence that the 
new volunteer group is flourishing, with impressive future 
plans taking shape. Burbage Congregational Church 
offered another Christmas Fayre opportunity while 
Burbage Traders Association members provided further 
festive shopping outlets with late opening. 

•  The forever-popular lighted tableau scenes at the 
Horsepool and decorative illumination at Pughes Paddock 
became the backdrop for scenes enacted during a Nativity 
Walk staged by the Methodist Church in  Burbage.

It all worked a treat and the council congratulates the teams 
behind great efforts that set the scene for Christmas.

Public phone kiosks under threat: 
speak up now or two booths in 
Burbage may lose their connection
THE parish council is objecting to a BT proposal to 
remove two public payphones from the Brookside 
and the Tilton Road/Boyslade Road areas of Burbage.                                                                                    
BT says the use of public kiosk payphones has declined 
by 90 per cent in the past decade because almost everyone 
has access to a mobile cell phone. And the need to provide 
kerbside kiosks for emergency calls is diminishing, 
with at least 98 per cent of the UK having 3G or 4G 
coverage (allowing 999 calls even when there is no cell 
phone credit or no coverage from a mobile provider).                                                                                                                     
But Burbage council members decided they were still 
considered to be a valuable public resource. The two 
kiosks in Burbage are among 20 in the area which BT says 
have been identified has having had very little use over a 
significant period. In fact the Brookside payphone was  
used to make 229 calls in the 12 months to September, 
while 181 calls were dialled during the year from the  
Tilton Road box.

You can express an opinion on the BT proposal - public 
consultation is open to 4th January, 2017. Comments should 
be forwarded to planningpolicy@hinckley-bosworth.gov.
uk or Planning, Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council, 
Hinckley Hub, Rugby Road, Hinckley, LE10 0FR.

Proud to wear the 
poppies, Burbage 
remembers its 
fallen
TO everyone who joined Armistice remembrance 
in Burbage and helped, as they always do, to 
pay poignant and dignified tribute to those who 
made sacrifices in armed conflict, Burbage 
Parish Council expresses its gratitude. Following 
another successful Remembrance Sunday parade 
and open-air service, our thanks go to Christian 
Weikart-Picker, who supervised sound and 
music, to Leicester Sound, Hinckley and District 
Royal British Legion, parade marshal George 
Lines, standard bearers and all organisations 
and members of the public who were there. Our 
thanks, also, to the officiating minister the Rev 
Dr Anthony Thacker, Burbage Congregational 
Church, and to other ministers who contributed to 
a moving service.

•  The Parish Office at the Millennium Hall 
(open to the public 9.00-12.00) will close 
on Friday, 23rd December and re-open on 
Tuesday, 3rd January 2017. 

COUNCIL and committee meetings at the Millennium Hall in Britannia Road normally start at 7.30pm and follow this rota, subject to change if clashing with 
Bank Holidays:  First Monday of month – Parish Council; second Monday, Planning Committee; third Monday, Finance & General Purposes Committee; fourth 
Monday, Planning Committee.  Meetings in the weeks ahead:   Monday, 5th December, Parish Council; Monday, 12th December, Planning Committee.  Monday, 9th 
January, Parish Council; Monday, 16th January, Planning; Monday, 23rd January, Finance and General Purposes; Monday, 30th January, Planning.

See you under the tree… 
angel voices, jokey sweaters 
and silly hats not obligatory

Winding up to a good time, with a backdrop 
that says it’s Christmas (well, nearly)
WE assured you, in our last edition, that the festive spirit in Burbage was most definitely alive and well  – 
with bells on! As the clock starts to tick towards Christmas, all the signs are that Burbage, which never has 
a problem getting into the festive mood, is ready to shake out the tinsel streamers, rattle the tree baubles and 
unroll the fairy lights. 

Turn your back for five minutes and before you know it, the festival of Christmas begins to come up fast! 
Youngsters have pulled the first December dates from Advent calendars (and scoffed the contents). Parents are 
sweating over Santa wish-lists, starting to think about festive menus and have jotted down a few must-have 
items for the “never again” epic food shop they repeat every year.  

Christmas trees lights have started to twinkle in Windsor Street and the village centre, Burbage Parish Council 
helping, as usual, to organise and provide the displays that announce Christmas is just round the corner.  

A WINTER programme is underway to 
standardise the dimensions of boundary hedges 
around recreation grounds and open spaces in 
Burbage for which the council has responsibility. 
The aim is prevent hedges and shrubbery 
growing out of control and becoming unkempt 
and scruffy. Grounds maintenance crews 
will trim boundary hedges around recreation 
grounds to a maximum height of 6ft and internal 
shrubbery, as in open amenity spaces, will be 
restricted to a height of 4ft. The short-back-and- 
sides regime will cut maintenance time and costs 
in the long term. 

•  GETTING a new view of the Burbage 
Community Library in Church Street? The 
answer has to be yes in more ways than one - 
volunteers beavering away on the project are 
showing they can tackle the mundane jobs as 
well as the more bookish tasks in front of them, 
by thinning out hedges and shrubbery to reveal 
the revitalised building where it’s all happening. 
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