
WORLD WAR 1 COMMEMORATION 
WORKING PARTY 

 
6.00pm, 3rd June 2019 

Millennium Hall, Britannia Road, Burbage 
 
 

Present: Cllrs Mr R Flemming, Mr R Hoelmer, Mr H Wilkins & Mr P Williams 
Fr A Hall, Mrs A Crabtree (Burbage Heritage Group) 
 
  
1. Election of Chair 

Is was agreed that Cllr Williams would chair the meeting. 

2. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr S Attenborough & Mrs S 
Whitworth (Burbage Heritage Group) 

3. Peace Day Celebrations - Background 

Mrs Crabtree outlined the background to the Peace Celebrations which 
occurred in Burbage 100 years ago. Mrs Crabtree explained that the school 
children of the village paraded through the village on Saturday 19th July 1919 
in celebration of the Conclusion of Peace. [This day was declared a Bank 
Holiday and as a Public Holiday throughout the United Kingdom] 

Given the wish to involve pupils in the commemorations it has been 
proposed that a service with the pupils of the three primary schools would be 
held on Friday 28th June 2019, 100 years on from the signing of The Treaty 
of Versailles. 

4. Schools Involvement 

Mrs Crabtree gave the following details of the outlined arrangements for the 
day: - 

 Thirty pupils from Burbage Junior School to walk from Grove Road to 
Sketchley Hill School, passing WW1 fallen plaques in Sketchley 
Road, the pupils being encouraged to note the plaques on route and 
reflecting on the families of the fallen, rebuilding their future in 1919 
and embracing their hope for the peace. A token (Flag or Candle) will 
be taken by the pupils on their walk. 

 At Sketchley Hill School the Junior Schools pupils will join with 
Sketchley Hill pupils for a short handover of the token from Burbage 
Juniors to Sketchley Hill (Year 6). 

 The combined pupils will then walk to Burbage Infants School, 
possibly via Crossways, Coventry Road, Victoria Road & Salem 
Road [subject to school assessments] in order to pass 6 more fallen 
plaques on route. 



 At Burbage Infants school the token would be passed to the Infant 
pupils, and the whole group would walk to Pughe’s Paddock via 
Pughe’s Path, Pughe’s Close, New Road & Grove Road. 

 At Pughe’s Paddock a Service will be held to commemorate the 100 
years since the Peace Celebrations [The service will be timed to start 
at 11.00am]. 

 Following the service, the pupils will return to their respective 
schools. 

 In the afternoon a series of events will be arranged with the 
respective schools to dedicate a planting location with a temporary 
plaque. [100 years ago, trees were planted in St Catherine’s 
Churchyard and it is intended to plant one tree in each of the school’s 
playing fields. However, the actual planting will be delayed until later 
in the year to give the young trees the best opportunity to strive] 

Noting the above arrangements, the following points were discussed: - 

 The token could be a flag (holster available, Mrs Crabtree to check 
with the guides?) or Fr Andrew has a candle which was used for the 
Sharrad Gilbert memorial unveiling. 

 The pupils will be encouraged to wear Red, White & Blue clothing for 
the day, and any guides may be able to wear their uniform? 

 Fr Andrew Hall will unfortunately be away on 28th June and the 
service will be led by Nick Baker. 

 Mrs Crabtree understands at the 1919 service “Oh God our help in 
Ages Past” was sung 

 The Burbage Heritage PA system will be requested to be borrowed 
for the event in Pughe’s Paddock [Mrs S Whitworth is also away on 
the 28th June therefore arrangements will be required for the PA 
collection]. 

 Local Councillors to be invited to the service [Cllr Williams] 

 A Ring of Bells has been arranged, to be timed for the Pughe’s 
Paddock service. 

 Investigations to be made to see if the pupils can visit Moat House on 
route to Pughe’s Paddock. 

 Full timings are required for the pupils walking between locations. 

 Parish Council to be asked if they can assist with bunting decorations 
in Pughe’s Paddock [Recommendation to F&GP to support this 
involvement if possible] 

5. Peace Day Tea Parties 

In 1919 in addition to the children parading through the village and having a 
afternoon tea, the elderly in the village were invited to Burbage 
Congregational Church to be given a celebration tea party. 



In recognition of this it has been suggested that St Catherine’s Church, the 
Methodist Church and Congregational Church each host a tea party on 
Saturday 6th July (Farmer’s Market Day). Prayer cards would-be put-on 
display and people could light a candle if they so wished. It has been 
suggested that the pensioners in the village could be offered a free tea and 
cake in recognition of the offerings 100 years before. 

Also on the 1st August Burbage Darby & Joan will be holding their Peace 
Day tea at Herford Way Community Centre.  

6. Display Boards 

Mrs Crabtree will be co-ordinating information board displays at each of the 
three schools for the events on 28th June. 

These display boards will be reused at the three churches tea parties on the 
6th July, and will also be made available for display at the Library. 

7. Planting of Trees 

As noted above it is planned to plant three trees to reflect the planting of 
trees in 1919. Whilst Oak trees were planted in 1919, it was suggested that 
possibly Elm trees could be planted to compensate for the Elm trees lost to 
Dutch Elm Disease in the 1970’s. Guidance will be sought from Nick Fell of 
County Hall who may be able to source the trees and also advise on suitable 
locations. [Mrs Crabtree to contact]. 

It was suggested that the Parish Council could consider funding the three 
commemorative plaques for these trees. It was agreed to make a 
recommendation to F&GP Committee that a budget allocation is made for 
these plaques. [Recommendation to F&GP funding is sought, currently 
estimated at approximately £100 in total, subject to estimates being 
obtained] 

8. Next Meeting 

The meeting closed at 18:50, it is not expected the group will meet again 
before the peace day commemorations, although the group did recommend 
the working party continues later in the year to consider Remembrance Day 
activities. [Cllr Williams to action] 


