
BURBAGE PARISH COUNCIL  
NEWS LETTER 

Fresh air and fitness start here 
AFRAID to go near the bathroom scales? 
For all those of us who enjoyed Christmas a little too much, and for anyone who made a resolution to 

get fitter in 2011, the good news is that a project bringing the first outdoor gym to Burbage is off the 

starting blocks. 
Installation of the free-to-use fitness trail, on a site between Brookside and Higham Way at the Brookside recrea-
tion ground, begins early this month. And everyone is invited to see what it’s all about by coming along to an 

official opening ceremony, on Saturday, 22nd January at 11.30am.     

Burbage Parish Council put forward the scheme as part of its ongoing efforts to provide parishioners with more 
leisure time options at the many amenity areas in the parish which it controls. The fitness trail at Brookside will 

see nine work-out stations installed, offering those over the age of 12 the chance to sample any of the keep-fit 

routines, at a pace they choose. 
Site information boards will carry full instructions on how to use the fixed machines. The parish council is also 

setting up training sessions, to promote the trail and encourage people to start having a go. Free to 

all-comers, they go ahead on Saturday mornings (starting on 22nd January, 11.30am to 12.30pm) and on Tuesdays 
(10.00am to 11.00am), with instructors on hand to show how it’s done. Funding for the sessions is being provided 

by Active Together. The Brookside gym trail is being provided at no cost to Burbage ratepayers - the £29,775 

capital outlay had been met by a grant from the Parish and Community Initiative Fund of Hinckley and Bosworth 
Borough Council and from housing developer contributions. 
 

BODYBUILDER and fitness instructor Bob 

Dawson will declare the Burbage gym trail open. 

Bob runs a Hinckley gym and he’s an expert at  

Getting people into shape – whatever their age.  

He has recently won, in sections for the over 55s,  

Mr Europe, Mr World and Mr Universe titles,  

retaining them for a second year.  

The council wants to see plenty of seniors  

sampling the equipment and hopes people of all ages will 

enjoy using it. 

The message is: HAVE A GO! 
 

Police team ready to make itself at home 
THE police team that covers Burbage is on the move to a new office base in the village. 
Beat and Community Support Officers are vacating the old base behind the library off Church Street to make 
themselves at home in a central office at the Millennium Hall in Britannia Road. It will save the Leicestershire 

force some money and allow services and facilities to be expanded, at a more easily-accessible base used by the 
public every day. 

The force is relocating satellite police offices across the county and Burbage Parish Council offered the use of an 

empty room at the Millennium Hall, vacated when the Parish Office moved last year into its new  

extension at Britannia Road. Both sides believe there will be big advantages, by strengthening community and 

council links with the police, adding value to services and facilities already offered from the hall, and improving 

the security of the site. One major benefit will be that officers will be able to start and end shifts in Burbage in-
stead of spending time returning to Hinckley 

The new police office at the Millennium Hall will be the ideal place to continue the public sur-

geries staged on Burbage Farmers Market days (first Saturday of the month). Keep your eyes on 

the Newsletter for a starting date early in 2011. 

One freeze that no-one will object to 

BURBAGE Parish Council has made an early decision not to increase its annual 

precept. 
As the post-Christmas bills pile up on the doormat, it’s welcome news for all council taxpayers in the 

parish.  It means that as far as the April council tax demand is concerned, the portion that pays for 

services provided by the parish council will be unchanged from last year. 

Over the past few years the Burbage council has worked hard to keep its precept pegged back and the 

need for a zero increase this time was considered more important than ever because of the chilly eco-

nomic climate.   

Council chairman John Moore said after the budget-setting meeting: “In these hard times, we were 

very happy to apply the same level of control on spending that has worked well in the past, to again 

make sure that Burbage people will not face a bigger bill from us this time. We will continue providing 

services and facilities from an unchanged levy.” 

Want to know what’s going on? Look online 
FUTURE dates and agendas of all Burbage Parish Council and main committees meetings are now  

available on the council’s website. Go to www.burbage-council.co.uk to find out what’s under  
consideration, get answers to all sorts of questions and gain access to other useful information. 
 

DATES of meetings in January and February (7.30pm unless otherwise stated, at the Millennium 

 Hall, Britannia Road), are as follows: Monday, 10th January, Planning Committee 6.30pm, followed 

 by Parish Council; Monday, 17th January, Finance and General Purposes Committee; Monday, 24th 

 January, Planning Committee.  Monday, 7th February, Planning Committee 6.30pm, followed by  

Parish Council; Monday, 14th February, Finance and General Purposes Committee; Monday, 21st  

February, Planning Committee. 

 

THE elected membership of Burbage Parish Council is: Lash Hill: Mrs A Hall, Mr P Hall, Mr K Lynch, 

 Mrs M Lynch, Mr R Flemming. St Catherine’s: Mr D Bayley, Mrs M Sherwin, Mr K Turner. Sketchley:  

Mr B Edwards, Mrs J Hart, Mr J Howard, Mr J Moore. Stretton: Mr I Coe, Mr P Morris, Mr M Seller, 
 Mr A Smith. Tilton: Mr S Bray, Mrs L Hoelmer, Mr D Inman, Mr N Robinson. 

IF you need to make contact with a specific councillor, or talk to a member of the council staff team, 

speak to Parish Clerk Julie Perrin on 01455 637533, or send an e-mail to Julie@burbage-council.co.uk  

SNOW on the ground, a frosty bite in the air and tree tops that glistened and twinkled. It could 

not have been more Christmassy for the event with which Burbage traditionally welcomes the 

festive season. 

Carols Round the Tree attracted the usual big gathering of folk under the gloriously-lit Corona-

tion Tree in Church Street. They paid no heed to the sub-zero temperature, sang with enthusiasm .  

and gave as generously as ever to collectors to swell the funds of the Hinckley and Bosworth 

Mayor’s Charity. 

And yes, lots of youngsters and family groups took the opportunity to greet Burbage’s famous 

reindeer, restored and resplendent at the Horsepool after a shameful vandal attack on the much-

loved tableau.   
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