
BURBAGE PARISH COUNCIL  
NEWS LETTER 

Anyone out there with a plot up their sleeve? 
GARDENS took a battering this winter . . . just thinking about them tends to take a back seat when there’s snow  

on the ground and temperatures refuse to rise. But rest assured, now that the weather shows signs of looking up, 
keen cultivators ARE thinking about better times to come. 

Allotment enthusiasts are among the first to start making plans.  And  at Burbage Parish Council, early spring 

always sees an increase in enquiries about plots to rent. The interest is huge but unfortunately so is the waiting 
list, with more than 60 people in the queue for a council-owned allotment, meaning the wait for a space to grow 

your own can be lengthy. 

So could local land owners help in any way? Renting out any suitable spare areas of land in Burbage, to benefit 
the community by making ground available to residents wanting to raise their own fruit and veg could be an idea 

worth investigating. The council would be happy to liaise with interested parties and advise how to run a site. 

 Get in touch with the parish office if you would like to talk about it.    
 

Coming to a brand new campus near you …  
AT the end of this month there’s a chance to catch up on what the Burbage Parish Council 

 has been doing over the past year, learn about its aims over the next 12 months and discover 

opportunities that a new college campus site will bring to the area. 
The annual parish meeting on Monday, 28th March (Millennium Hall, Britannia Road, 7.30pm) will see 

chairman John Moore present his annual review to a meeting which gives residents a chance to question 

councillors, air their views, and make comments or offer suggestions on any matters affecting Burbage. 

Guest speakers for the evening will be Laurel Penrose and Andrew Crowther, North Warwick-

shire College vice-principals, who will be talking about the role of the college on its new campus 

site in Upper Bond Street, Hinckley. They will be looking at the advantages and learning  

opportunities the modern new facilities will offer for people in this area, with particular  

emphasis on the new apprentices initiative. 

 

More ways to stay in touch 
MEMBERS of the public are always welcome to attend Burbage Parish Council meetings. 

Dates ahead (7.30pm unless otherwise stated, at the Millennium Hall, Britannia Road) are as follows: Monday, 

 7th March, Planning Committee (6.30pm) followed by Parish Council; Monday, 14th  March, Finance & General 

Purposes Committee; Monday, 21st March, Planning Committee; Monday, 28th March, annual parish meeting.  
        If you need to make contact with council members or staff, speak to the Clerk Julie Perrin, at the  

        Burbage Millennium Hall, Britannia Road, Burbage, Leics, LE 10 2HF, telephone on 01455 637533,  

        or send an e-mail to julie@burbage-council.co.uk. The next drop-in surgeries, at which you can seek 
advice or raise enquiries with councillors, will be on Monday, 21st March and Monday, 18th April 

(Millennium Hall, 6.30 – 7.30pm). 

         The parish office at the Millennium Hall is open to the public Monday to Friday, 9.00am to 12.00. 
You can also find useful information, including minutes of meetings and future agendas, on the  

         council’s website – go to www.burbage-council.co.uk.   
The elected membership of Burbage Parish Council is:  Lash Hill: Mrs A Hall, Mr P Hall, Mr K Lynch, Mrs M 
Lynch, Mr R Flemming. St Catherine’s: Mr D Bayley, Mrs M Sherwin, Mr K Turner. Sketchley: Mr B Edwards, 

Mrs J Hart, Mr J Howard, Mr J Moore. Stretton: Mr I Coe, Mr P Morris, Mr M Seller, Mr A Smith. Tilton: Mr S 

Bray, Mrs L Hoelmer, Mr D Inman, Mr N Robinson. 

Dog mess culprits: the net widens 
WE like to think Burbage Parish Council works hard to keep open spaces in the village in 

good order. 
As well as providing and maintaining sport and leisure facilities at recreation grounds, that means keeping 

pitches, play areas and  other amenity spaces clean, tidy and healthy. Uncollected dog waste is a major threat to 

that ambition – it’s unpleasant and dangerous, because of the risk of parasite-transmitted diseases. 
The majority of responsible dog owners help us avoid it, by clearing up after their pets and properly disposing 

of bagged waste. But a tougher stance is needed against a few who ignore the rules. 

Within the past six months, parish council officers working in partnership with neighbourhood wardens at 
Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council have issued five fixed penalty notices for dog fouling. That’s more 

than any other parish in the borough and a result described as “fantastic” by the warden team. 

The unrelenting battle against a problem that constantly tops public complaints (the Hinckley council logged 
nearly 400 dog poo complaints last year) means a campaign targeting hotspots will continue.  

Offenders are being warned that monitoring will be stepped up around Burbage and those caught failing to 

clean up risk a £50 fixed penalty notice. Failing to pay could lead to a fine of up to £1,000. 
Wardens say the help of the public is always welcome and they are encouraging people to come forward with 

information  - times, dates, descriptions of dogs etc. Information is dealt with in confidence, although a witness 

statement will be necessary if further action is required. 
The neighbourhood warden team will use any means at their disposal to catch offenders and issue fines, but 

they need your help. Give them a call on 01455 238141. 

 

Little boxes, little fingers, big wildlife benefits  
WILDLIFE with wings - and safe places 

for them to live in - have been occupying 

the minds and fingers of youngsters at 

Burbage Junior School, where children 

have become partners in a housing 

enterprise. 
They have built B&B (birds and bats) homes 

at a prime location in their village, though 

the tenants who move in will have to find 

their own breakfasts! Wooden boxes designed 
to assist and encourage wildlife at the Courting 

Stiles, a strip of coppiced wood and old 

grassland between the railway line and 
Brookside at Burbage, will offer secure roosts 

and nesting places to families of birds and bats. 

The Courting Stiles area is owned and 
managed by Burbage Parish Council and the involvement of youngsters at the Grove Road school followed its 

re-selection as a Local Wildlife Site by the Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust. 

When its experts suggested measures to look after and enhance an area that already supports a variety of plants, 
trees, birds, small mammals and insects, the village council invited  the local school to get involved in a project 

to build smart new homes for birds and bats. 

An enthusiastic response saw the youngsters expertly assembling sturdy wooden boxes, guided by local ecolo-
gists and with the support and assistance of both the council and the Trust. Boxes are being installed in mature 

trees in the Courting Stiles woodland in time for the nesting season. 
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