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Play on: Colts Close gets green card 
YOUNGSTERS who use recreational land off Colts Close in Burbage can carry on  

playing there . . .  and know that when they grow up their own children will be able to 

follow in their footsteps for years to come. 
The threat of the green land being sold off for homes has gone, following an agreement reached 

between Burbage Parish Council and Burbage Parish Lands Charity. A new lease will protect the 

recreation ground, used by families and junior football teams, for at least 35 years. The Colts 

Close community had previously used the play space under an informal agreement, but after   

negotiations the two parties have found a solution. 

A housing development bid, initially accepted by the Lands Charity, had posed a threat to the open 

space. The Colts Close Village Green Action Group, formed to battle the proposal, applied for 

village green status but has withdrawn that bid now that a lease agreement has been completed. 

 
       THERE’S a vacancy for one of the two members of the Burbage Parish Lands Charity nominated 

by the parish council. If you think you could contribute to the group’s valuable community work, 

send a written application detailing your interest in the charity and how you could help, to 

        Parish Council Clerk Julie Perrin - closing date Friday 27th May 2011. 

It‟s all happening in a week full of art 
NOT to be missed is the only verdict on what’s lined up for the 2011 Burbage Community Arts Festival. An  

eight-day programme with 16 live events starting on Saturday, 14th May, includes comedy, cabaret, drama,      

film - and music of just about every genre (including a midweek night that will see every pub in the village   
offering a different sound). Oh yes, and Rick Wakeman will wind it all up with a special additional session on 

Sunday, 29th May. This is only the second year that it has been possible to book tickets on-line, and for those who 

prefer to collect tickets in person they are still available from both the Burbage and Three Pots Post Offices, so 
everyone can enjoy the fantastic line-up of events. The extensive programme is far too much to list here, so   

check it all out at www.bcaf.net or pick up a programme leaflet from one of the many venues around the village      

including Burbage Millennium Hall. 

 

ONE of the new events for the 2011 Arts Festival will be a „Party in the Paddock‟, a Sunday 

afternoon village get-together at Pugh‟s Paddock (next to Burbage Infants School) on Sunday 

15th May, 2.00-5.00pm. There will be live music, cream teas and a selection of arts and craft 

stalls. Burbage Parish Council, with the support of Burbage Gardening Club, will be holding 

informal workshops during the event for novice gardeners with a continuation of the annual 

“Plant up Your Wellie” workshop for children, a popular Burbage in Bloom event in recent 

years. A new workshop for all ages “Plant up your Hanging Basket‟ will also be introduced. 

Bring along your old wellies and last years hanging basket to recycle them at this event – we‟ll 

provide the advice, compost and plants at cost (a selection of new hanging basket containers will 

also be available). 

 

DATES of Burbage Parish Council meetings in the weeks ahead (7.30pm unless otherwise stated, at the Millen-

nium Hall), are as follows: Monday, 9th May, Parish Council annual general meeting; Monday, 16th May, Finance 

and General Purposes Committee; Monday, 23rd May, Planning Committee.  Monday, 6th June, Planning 
(6.30pm) followed by Parish Council; Monday, 13th June, Finance and General Purposes;  Monday, 20th June, 

Planning Committee.   

Hard slog earns Ray a community award 
AN award made annually by Burbage Parish Council to recognise individuals whose efforts make a 

difference to the collective good of the parish has gone to an expert in the very bricks and mortar that 
make up a community. 

Professor Ray Linforth wins the 2011 Chairman’s Community Award for his work on the Burbage 

Parish Plan and Village Design Statement. It was presented to him at the annual parish meeting by 
Cllr John Moore. 

The Parish Plan & Design Statement are Burbage’s blueprint for the future, documenting assets and 

suggesting the best ways of protecting and enhancing them in future developments. The first editions 

were published in 2006 after 18 months of research. Work on a major update is now well underway. 

Quality earns award of excellence 
BURBAGE Parish Council does its job with a stamp of quality that puts it at the top of the class when it 

comes to serving the community. The proof is Quality Council Status, an award that recognises the way 

the council demonstrates its ability to operate effectively, achieves or exceeds benchmark standards and 

plays a strong role in getting behind the local community to anchor a team effort working hard to make 

Burbage a better place to live and work. Burbage is the first parish 

council in Hinckley and Bosworth borough to win Quality Status, 

and Burbage Parish Council goes above and   beyond the standards 

required. In fact   the accreditation panel making the award, was so 

impressed with the submission that they rated the presentation as 

the highest   standard seen to date. The panel has asked for special 

congratulations to be offered to Julie Perrin the Parish Clerk, for 

the high standard of the submission portfolios provided. The  

Chairman  of the Parish Council, Cllr Mr John Moore, received the 

Quality Status Award from Mr Michael Rainey, Chairman of the 

accreditation panel, at a meeting of the Parish Council held      

Monday 4th April 2011. Mr Rainey outlined many areas of the 

submission which had   impressed the panel including the parish council open day, the positive links 

with community groups and the projects recently undertaken with young people. Mr Rainey reported 

that Burbage Parish Council had been the first council to submit a portfolio which demonstrated that all 

17 of the discretionary requirements had been achieved as well as those requirements that were  

mandatory to attain the award. 

Time to choose your next parish council line-up 
NEW faces are certain on the next Burbage Parish Council. Four current members are not seeking       

re-election  - but 33 candidates are contesting the 20 available council seats. Polling stations will  open in 

each of the five Burbage wards on Thursday, 5th May, when voting for Hinckley and Bosworth  Borough 

councillors also takes place. The message is clear . . . use your vote to secure the representation you want 

on your local council. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOWL along to the Burbage Parish Council green in Bridge Road on Saturday, 30th April 

(10.00am to 4.00pm), to check out the facilities, send down a few woods and get some free       

coaching.  Senior citizens are again being offered a first season membership free of charge. 

http://www.bcaf.net/

